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THE STANDARD SCHEDULE OF PRICES 


AN important step in the development of estimating 
in the building trade has just been officially 
taken, in the publication of a Standard Schedule - of 
Prices* by the Central Council of the Ministry of Works 
and Buildings. It is produced as an effort to relieve 
the hard-pressed builder’s estimator by saving much 
duplication of his work and at the same time to reduce 
the period necessary for the preparation of tenders. 
This schedule has been accepted by the Ministry of 
Works and Buildings for use in connection with the 
present Government programme, and it may have far- 
reaching effects on post-war systems of tendering. 
The official notice will be found on page 194. 

The schedule, which consists of some 1,650 items with 
many variants, is unlike other schedules in that it sets 
out the rates of labour and prices of materials on which 
it is based and contemplates their adjustment according 
to actual costs. Labour is based on Grade A rates in 
December, 1941, 1s. 103d. per hour for tradesmen and 
ls. 53d. for labourers. The prices of the principal 
materials as used in its compilation are set out in an 
appendix. The procedure envisaged is that a bill of 
quantities will be prepared in the normal way, but 
priced according to the schedule and moneyed out, 
except for the preliminary bill, by the surveyor issuing 
the bills. The contractors tendering will be invited to 
quote a percentage on or off the rates as set out in the 
priced bill which they receive, and at the same time to 
price a preliminary bill in the usual way. A “ rise and 
fall’? clause in the contract being an essential con- 
comitant, any variation in wages whether due to the 
different grading of the locality or the result of national 
agreement, will be automatically adjusted in the final 
account, as would any differences in cost of materials. 
The uneven working of a schedule owing to different 
degrees of fluctuation in cost of different materials need 
not, therefore, be feared in this case. 

Its sponsors maintain that the schedule is so prepared 
that all its rates include a uniform margin over a known 
basic cost, and it is this margin which would be adjusted 
by the contractor’s quoted percentage. Preliminaries, 
which must vary with each contract, are necessarily 
excluded from the schedule, and the items so excluded 
are defined in the directions given for its use. Certain 
special costs, ¢.g., lodging allowances, travelling time, 
overtime, etc., are named as not included in the schedule 
prices, and will, when authorised, be payable in addition. 
The contractor will, in any case, have the opportunity 
of adding a percentage in the summary for his in- 
surances. 

The pricing of the bill at standard rates in one office 
will, it is claimed, save much of the time taken up in 
estimating, and in suitable cases work might proceed on 
the basis of the schedule with quoted percentage on or 
off without the necessity for a bill prepared beforehand 
(other than for preliminaries). 

The scope of the schedule is at the moment limited 
to hostels, camps, factories and similar buildings within 
the Government’s building programme, and the items 
to be found in it are, accordingly, only those required 
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for this type of work. It is, however, suggested that 
from it may grow adaptations or new schedules to suit 
other classes of work in the post-war period. 

Welcome as is any effort to reduce the difficulties of 
tendering, the scheme must not be expected to be 
perfect. Basic prices of materials and rates of labour 
are given, together with assurance that the percentage 
addition for overheads and profit included in the built-up 
rates is uniform, but what of the labour constant ? 
Surely it is in fixing this that the estimator principally 
exercises his skill or the manager sees the reward of 
organising ability. The estimator may have a specially 
good drain-laying gang or pair of plumbers, but he 
cannot reflect their work in his price since the price is 
given to him, and the difference in each case expressed 
as a percentage of the whole contract may be very small 
and difficult to arrive at. Further, one firm may have 
efficient joinery shops and be able to turn out joinery 
particularly economically, whereas~another may have 
to rely on purchasing from a joinery manufacturer. 
Under the normal procedure the estimator in the first 
case would be able to get the benefit of low joinery rates, 
but now he must average up his percentage, and possibly 
have his average-upset by a change in the nature of the 
work during its execution. 

How, too, is the percentage quoted to be arrived at ? 
Can it be arrived at scientifically, or must it be an 
average reached from considering a number of the 
principal items involved ? A very small margin in the 
percentage may make all the difference between securing 
and losing the contract, and it seems likely that the 
3s. 113d. of the drapers’ shops will be a precedent for 
34% per cent. in the tender of the builder, who rather 
hopes that the next man has said 4 per cent. No doubt 
in time contractors will become accustomed to the 
schedule and know what percentage they need to apply, 
but they may find themselves relying more on intuition 
than on estimating skill. 

The schedule being prepared for camp and similar 
buildings of a standardised nature, some short cuts 
have been made in methods of measurement, as, for 
instance, the inclusion of all rough arches and other 
rough cutting in the price of brickwork. If this system 
of tendering is extended to normal peace-time work, 
co-operation between the authors of the schedule and 
the Standard Method of Measurement Committee 
should be arranged to ensure that a common method of 
measurement is adopted. 

Notwithstanding its difficulties, the system is well 
worth the trial it will receive and the support of all 
those concerned in its working. Whilst it will introduce 
a new method of estimating, such method will go hand 
in hand with the old. Much of the waste of estimator’s 
time under pre-war conditions was due to the practice 
of throwing open the invitation to tender to all and 
sundry, to excessive length in selected lists of tenderers 
or unequal calibre of the firms included. A remedy of 
these evils would go far in reducing the work of 
estimating as we knew it before the war. We Asope, 
therefore, to see the successful evolution of this scheme 
and of any extension of it which may be found feasible. 
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NOTES Ann NEWS 


The Minister of Works. 

Lorp Portat, D.S.0., M.V.O., has 
been appointed Minister of Works and 
Buildings and First Commissioner for 
Works in the room of Lorp RerrH. 
Lorp PortaL, who is 56, has been 
Chairman of the Bacon Development 
Board since 1935; is a trustee of Lorp 
NuFFIELD’s scheme for assistance of 
Special Areas since 1936; has been 
Chairman of the Coal Production 
Council since 1940; and additional Par- 
liamentary Secretary to the Ministry 
of Supply since 1940. He was Regional 
Commissioner for Wales under the 
Civil Defence Scheme, 1939. 

Lorp ReitH’s relinquishment of the 
Ministry of Works will be felt by many 
to be a great loss. To many minds he 
has seemed to be the right man for the 
admittedly difficult task -not only of 
laying plans for the physical recon- 
struction of Great Britain but—more 
‘difficult still—of creating a legislative 
background which could enable those 
plans to be carried out. Within recent 
months there has-been considerable 
activity in regard to future planning 
measures within the Ministry which 
has fully compensated for the slow 
start of which some have complained. 
Having regard to the complexity of the 
problems, we feel that a considerable 
start has been made, and on right 
lines—a start which has won the con- 
fidence of technical and, we believe, 
public opinion. 

R.A. Elections. 

Tue following elections have been 
made at a general assembly of 
Academicians and Associates of the 
Royal Academy of Arts: R.A.—Mr. 
MEREDITH FRAMPTON, A.R.A., painter. 
A.R.A.—Mr. Frank Dosson, sculptor; 
and Mr. Vivian PitcHFortH, painter. 


The -R.1.B.A. and Reconstruction. 

Tue Reconstruction Committee of the 
Royal Institute of British Architects, 
in its short existence of just under a 
year, has done some most useful work 
for post-war planning. Its five interim 

teports—all of which have been pub- 
lished in this newspaper—have been 
marked by valuable and broad-mirded 
contributions to the solution of recon- 
struction problems. It is a sign of 
their appositeness that Report No. 5— 
“Legislation Affecting Town and 
Country Planning ’’—should have been 
published at a time when it could most 
usefully serve as a yardstick against 
which the Government’s proposals for 
a Central Planning Authority can be 
measured. 

It is of particular interest, therefore, 
to learn that a meeting has been 
arranged at the R.I.B.A. for 2.30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, March 4, when the 
work of the R.I.B.A. Reconstruction 
Committee is to be reviewed. The time 
has come, it is felt, to give members 
some account not only of what has 
already been done but of the further 
work contemplated. It is also desired 
to obtain comments and suggestions, 
and for this purpose representatives of 
other bodies and groups working on 
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reconstruction problems are _ being 
invited. This shouldebe an important 


meeting, and we may expect that a 
large number of members will find it 
possible to attend. 


Civic Buildings Plan, Dublin. 
A report from the General Purposes 
Committee of the Dublin Corporation 


recommends the inauguration of a 
competition among _ architects for 
designs for new civic buildings. The 


report also makes certain recommenda- 
tions in regard to prizes and judges 
which have been decided on in con- 
junction with representatives of the 
Royal Institute of Architects of 
Ireland. One of the conditions of the 
competition for the designs is expected 
to be that designs would permit of the 
buildings being erected in sections at 
different times. 


The City Churches Society. 

Tu1s Society, formed to oppose the 
closing of further London City 
churches, and the eventual abandon- 
ment of those which enemy action has 
made temporarily unusable, recently 
held its inaugural meeting at the 
Deanery, Dean’s-court, St. Paul’s 
“Churchyard, E.C.4. Srr Cuartss S. H. 
McRea, Kt., J.P., presided. Amongst 
many present were: Sir GEORGE 
BroaDBRIDGE, K.C.V.0O., M.P.; Mr. 
W. T. Creswet, K.C., Hon.A.R.1.B.A., 
Vice - President, R.San.I.; Mrs. 
ARUNDELL EspatLe, Rev. H. J. Fynes- 





COMING EVENTS 
Monday, March 2. 

Livine IN CrtTrEs EXHIBITION. 
Town Hall, Great Yarmouth 
March 16). 

Tuesday, March 3. 

Hovustnc CENTRE Luncn.~ Mr. T, 
Alwyn Lloyd on “ Plan for Wales.” 13. 
Suffolk-street, S.W. 1 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 4. 

R.I.B.A. RECONSTRUCTION Com- 
MITTEE MEETING. 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. 2.30 p.m. 

Friday, March 6, 

INSTITUTION OF MECHANICAL En- 
GINEERS. Mr. B. J. Tams on “ Operation 
of Central Register in War Time.” 
Storey’s Gate, S.W. 5.30 p.m. 

Saturday, March 7. 

InsTiITUTION OF STRUCTURAL En- 
GINEERS. Joint Meeting with Mechanical 
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Engineers. Sheffield. 
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4 
Curnton; Lrt.-Cot. H. P. Cart pe 
LaFONTAINE, O.B.E., F.R.I.B.A.; 8 


Epwin L. “Lutyens, O.M., K.C.I.E.; 
P.R.A.; Mr. KennerH Macmorran, 
K.C; the Dean or St. Pavw’s; and the 
Hon. Secretary, Mr. A. J. Taytor, 
M.A., F.R.Hist.S. 

The Dean or St. Pavt’s and Pro- 
ressoR A. E. RicHarpson, A.R.A., 
F.S.A., F.R.I.B.A., were the principal 
speakers, but most of those present 
also contributed to the long discussion 
that ensued. The general opinion 
seemed to be that the case of each 
church should be carefully considered 
on its merits as to the advisability of 
its restoration, and/or the use of its 
site for other purposes. 

It was decided to form, in the first 
instance, a properly constituted body 
as a backing, and a suggestion was 
made and approved that its name 
should be ‘“ The Friends of the-City 
Churches.” 


The London ‘Green Belt.” 

Tue Parks Committee of the London 
County Council report that the Council 
is making a contribution of £34,364 
towards the cost of acquiring, under 
the ‘‘ Green Belt’’ scheme, about 277 
acres of land in Harrow, comprising 
part of the Oxhey-lane farm estate, 
part of Grim’s Dyke, land at Old 
Redding, south of Harrow Weald 
Common and Weald Wood-road, and 
the Grove estate between Stanmore 
Common and Aldenham reservoir. 
These lands are 17 miles from Charing 
Cross. The Council is also promising 
a contribution of up to £1,500 towards 
the cost of acquiring about 100 acres of 
land known as Common Moor, Croxley 
Green, near Rickmansworth and 
Watford. This land is about 20 miles 
from Charing Cross and will form a 
link between Moor Park and Croxley 
Hall Woods. 


Professional Announcements. 

Mr. Watiace S. Cuappre, F.I.A.8., 
quantity surveyor, of London and 
Cardiff, will open on Friday, February 
27, a branch office at King Edward 
House, New-street, Birmingham, 2 
(telephone: Midland 0100), under the 
management of Mr. K. H. Fenn. 
Trade catalogues would be welcomed 
at the new address. 

Mr. C. H. Ossorne, F.S.I., quantity 
surveyor, will carry on practice as 
from March 1 at a new address, 2, 


Stoneleigh-terrace, Coventry. The 
telephone number will remain 
unaltered—No. 4612. 
IN: 1917. 
Extract FroM The Builder, 
FEesruary 23. 
The Royal Academy.—The Royal 


Academy has decided to make an inno- 
vation this year for which architects 
will be grateful, Photographs of archi- 
tectural works and architectural sculp- 
ture will for the first time be admitted. 
The buildings shown must have been 
erected within the past ten years, and 
photographs must not be less than 
12 in. by 8 in. 

«’ Photographs will again be admitted 
this year. They should be framed, but 
no conditions are made as to size.—ED. 
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120 YEARS OF CHURCH BUILDING 


ECCLESIOLOGICAL SOCIETY LECTURE. 


“* Some build a front up to the street, 
like old Westminster Abbey; And then 
they think the Lord to cheat, and build 
the back part shabby.’ Pugin’s 
satirical couplet was quoted by Mr. 
Clifton Kelway, F.R.Hist.S., Secretary 
of the Incorporated Church Building 
Society, in an address given by him to 
the Ecclesiological Society on the 
above subject, in which he vividly 
depicted the enormous amount of 
church building in this period and the 
efforts made by his Society to ensure 
architectural control over this output. 

Mr. Ketway pointed out that in the 
early years of the nineteenth century the 
lack of provision for the spiritual needs 
of the large town populations which had 
grown up under the spur of the Industrial 
Revolution became very apparent and 
stirred such laymen as Joshua Watson 
(1771-1855), one of the chief founders of 
the Church Building Society. This re- 
markable man was born on Tower Hill 
and entered his father’s business of a 
wine merchant in 1786, leaving it in 1814 
to devote his life to the work of the Church 
for 41 years. He died in 1855 and was 
buried in Hackney Churchyard. 

Early in 1817 his name had appeared in 
a memorial to the Government, signed by 
many well-known men, drawing attention 
to the ‘‘ want of places of public worship, 
particularly for persons of the middle and 
lower classes.’’ The effort was successful, 
and under the Church Building Act a 
million pounds was voted by Parliament 
for “the building of churches, under the 
supervision of Commissioners, of whom 
Joshua Watson was one. These churches, 
which were erected all over the country 
and numbered several hundreds, were 
known as ‘‘ Commissioners’ Churches,”’ 
or, more popularly, as ‘‘ Waterloo 
Churches.’’ They fell into two classes, of 
which the larger were very costly, St. 
Pancras costing over £76,000, while the 
smaller were often very mean and barn- 
like. As the years went by the latter pre- 
dominated, and this was particularly 
noticeable in the case of those built under 
a second grant, of £500,000, made in 1825. 

In 1828 the Church Building Society was 
incorporated by Act of Parliament. This 


included a requirement that report is to 
be made annually to the King with ‘ such 
particulars as shall be necessary for ex- 
plaining the progress made by the 
Society.’’ This was faithfully observed to 
this day, and the Royal Patronage had 
been continuously extended up to the 
present time. 


Apart from and following upon the pro- 
vision of the Commissioners’ Churches, the 
output of new churches in England and 
Wales between the years 1820 and 1940, 
involving an outlay of many millions of 
money, reached gigantic proportions. For 
example, in London alone 458 were built 
between 1822 and 1900. Between 1845 and 
1870, 216 were built in the Winchester 
Diocese. In Wales between 1831 and 
1881 some 300 churches were built in addi- 
tion to the restoration of the majority of 
the old Welsh churches. Again, in 
London, during the episcopate of Bishop 
Winnington-Ingram, 100 churches were 
built. Apart from the cost of new 
churches during the last céntury, it was 
reckoned that over thirteen millions were 
expended in the restoration and rebuilding 
of our ancient churches, often, admittedly, 
with disastrous results. In those early 
days there were no effective controlling 
powers, and architects were free to do 
whatever they wished — often with 
appalling __ results. The Incorporated 
Church Building Society in 1848 secured 
some degree of supervision by ordaining 
that no building or restoration work 
should be eligible for a grant unless first 
submitted and approved by its Committee 
of Advisory Architects which had been 
set up. By the enforcement of this con- 
dition during the past ninety years many 
disastrous results had been averted. 


Turning to the future of church build- 
ing, the lecturer said that nothing remotely 
comparable to it had occurred in the long 
history of our Church and State. The 
enemy had either destroyed or damaged 
beyond repair a cathedral and several 
hundred parish churches. Many of the 
churches, perhaps fortunately, would 
never be rebuilt, and others would be set 
up in entirely new surroundings. Secular 
and ecclesiastical authorities were replan- 
ning the stricken areas, and the scope of 
this immense task could not yet be esti- 
mated. In the sphere of church building 
and repair it was certain that the Church 











From “ Story of Catholic Revival ” (Clifton Kelway). 
ST. PAUL’S CATHEDRAL IN 1840. 


From a Contemporary Print, showing Administration of Holy Communion. 
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had an opportunity far beyond our 
imagining and calling for the exercise by 
those qualified of their finest architectural 
gifts, in order that the post-war churches 
might be worthy of their sacred purpose 
and of that new and better England 
striven for with such infinite toil and 
treasure. 

Subsequently Mr. Kelway, by means of 
lantern slides, illustrated the deplorable 
condition of our churches in town and 
country during the early years of the 
nineteenth century. Among the pictures 
shown were some of drawings (accredited 
to the well-known architect J.  D. 
Sedding),-published in 1868 by A. R. Mow- 
bray and Co., of Oxford, under the title 
of ‘‘The Deformation and the Reforma- 
tion.’’ One of thege, ‘‘ The Holy Table,’’ 
is reproduced herewith, and also an in- 
teresting picture of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
as it was a hundred years ago 

The meeting was well attended, and in 
the ensuing discussion the following took 
part : Major H. C. Corlette: Mr. Bryant; 
Rev. A. Park, of Allhallows by the Tower ; 
Mr. W. W. Begley, and Mr. A. L. 
Wharton, M.A. 


BOOK REVIEW 


Church Organs and Organ Cases. By 
AnpREW Freeman, Vicar of Standish 
with Hardwicke, Gloucestershire. 
London: Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge, Northumberland- 
avenue, W.C.2. Price 1s. 

Interesting and informative, this little 
work ought to be found extremely useful 
by those who have, or may have, occasion 
to discuss matters appertaining to the 
church organ and ifs case. Also, as an 
introduction to a fascinating subject, and 
possibly to larger and more comprehensive 
works dealing with the matter, it should 
be invaluable. The author in 32 pages 
gives a remarkable amount: of historical 
detail, and advice as to the position an 
instrument should occupy in a church. 
Under four principal headings, the. con- 
tents are as follows: Historical and 
Atsthetic, Practical Considerations, Memo- 
randa, and List of Illustrations. From the 
foregoing it will therefore be gathered 
that the author has produced a work not 
only remarkable in itself, but one likely 
to stimulate and encourage a _ wise 
approach to a subject that lends itself to 
much argument. There are twelve illus- 
trations, with a brief description of each. 

WH. i. 

















‘“*THE HOLY TABLE.’’ 
A Caricature by J. D. Sedding. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


(Whilst we are glad to publish letters on profes- 
sional and other matters of interest to our readers, 
it must be understood that we do not necessarily 
endorse the remarks of correspondents, who will 
oblige us if they will express their views as briefly 
as possible.) 

The Ministry of Works and the Building 
Industry. 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 

Srr,—My first reaction on reading the 
reply of Mr. Hugh Beaver to the open 
letter of the Federation of Greater Lon- 
don Master Builders was one of sheer 
astonishment that this was a statement 
by a responsible Government official. 
We have all much to learn about our 
industry, but at least those in charge of 
the formulation of policy should have 
a greater background of knowledge 
than is here revealed. The Ministry of 
Works and Buildings cannot be looked 
upon as a school in all these matters, 
however apt the pupil. 

Mr. Beaver has been described as the 
linch-pin of the national building organisa- 
tion, and for good or ill he carries a major 
part of the responsibility for deciding in 
what form the building industry shall 
continue, and if it has to be reduced the 
form that such reduction shall take. 
Bluntly, the life and death of each com- 


ponent part, of each firm, of each mer- . 


chant, of each sub-contractor, of each 
manufacturer, is virtually in his hands, 

It is therefore of paramount importance 
that we should study closely his pronounce- 
ments, consider their probable effects on 
the industry, and where we feel that they 
reflect an attitude or policy detrimental in 
the main to the interests of the industry as 
a whole, we should unhesitatingly criticise 
them. J 

In such circumstances it would be dis- 
honest to be mealy-mouthed, provided 
always that we are sincere and construc- 
tive. 

Mr. Beaver is a civil engineer, and as 
such has been concerned presumably with 
elvil engineering. Architects have nothing 
against the civil engineer, and I think have 
generally recognised that he has a special 
sphere to which his knowledge and experi- 
ence entitle him to lay claim. They have 
been pleased when occasion demanded to 
work in happy concert with him, and have 
been the first to acknowledge the mutual 
benefit so arising. Recent tendencies, 
however; have shown that the converse is 
not equally recognised, and that when the 
civil engineering contractor completes and 
the building contractor commences it is 
not always appreciated that new and en- 
tirely different conditions arise. Now, .in 
the main and comparatively, the civil engi- 
neer deals with construction in the mass ; 
huge areas of concrete, large cubical con. 
tents in dams, harbour works, bridges and 
the like, so that a comparatively simple 
designing and constructional work may 
entail a correspondingly large expenditure. 
Certainly, on the whole, the scale of expen- 
diture in comparison with normal building 
works is comparatively larger. Out of 
this, in my view, an entirely erroneous 
conception of the civil engineer as the 
only executant capable of efficiently con- 
trolling large-scale expenditure has arisen. 
One thing the architect can, and indeed, 
is now being forced to learn from the civil 
engineer is his closer contact on the site 
with his work, but this is only a result 
of the larger scale of the work, and should 
not be viewed as a criticism of the archi- 
tect in his normal practice. None of us 
can afford to set up an office and live on 
the site of a £3,000 house! 

Having got in on the ground floor, as 
it were, and carried through very properly 
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the foundation and railway work, say, on 
a factory site, the engineer has been too 
often given his head to design and control 
the remainder, and has applied the stan- 
dard and procedure of the civil engineer- 
ing contractor to the building contractor. 
No amount of employment of architectural 
assistants mitigates such a procedure, for 
it. is the direction which is too often at 
fault. 

From dealing with a few large items and 
a few trades, the problem changes to the 
handling of a multitude of small and com- 
plex items and many interrelated trades. 
In fact, the change is from engineering to 
building : but the change is also from a 
normal large firm of contractors to a ndr- 
mal small firm of contractors. 

Against this background, therefore, let 
us examine in detail some of Mr. Beaver’s 
points :— 

(1) ‘To a large extent these war 
works have, m fact, been beyond the 
capacity of many competent builders.’’ 
Yes, but not beyond the capacity of a 
very large percentage individually so 
far comparatively unused, nor beyond a 
number working collectively. 

(2) ‘* Ait-raid damage concealed the 
true state of affairs—but this is no 
longer the case.’’ This is very true, 
but do not let us lose sight of the fact 
that these conditions may obtain again. 
Reduction, therefore, of the industry 
beyond a certain minimum cannot be 
countenanced as a measure of direct war 
policy. For this work, furthermore, the 
local contractor is more flexible and 
locally knowledgeable than the larger 
firm. 

(3) ‘‘ We have given much thought 
to the idea of grouping small builders. 
...’ Yes, but little encouragement 
from headquarters, and apparently with 
little result. 

(4) “‘ We have further laid down 
within our own Ministry a procedure to 
secure preference to local firms for con- 
tracts up to £25,000, which, I would 
add, carried with it the counter obliga- 
tion that these firms shall give us-truly 
-competitive and reasonable prices and 
adequate service.’’ There are two cats 
out of this bag. Firstly, the local con- 
tractor’s limit is £25,000, is it? and in 
war work with costs double to the 
normal! Many in pre-war days under- 
took £100,000 without turning a hair. 
Secondly, ‘‘ tenders are to be competi- 
tive and service adequate.” Quite 
right, but do these same tenets apply to 
the larger contractor? I have yet to 
hear of even ene of them being turned 
off a job, in spite of widespread criti- 
cisms of them on both these grounds. 
This is not to condemn the large con- 
tractor as such, but merely to point out 
that there are inefficient large contrac- 
tors, a fact too often overlooked. 

(5) ‘‘ It (the set. gprs nc presumably 
for obtaining work to keep going) lies 
with you and the industry rather than 
with the Government.’’ But may I 
ask who has distributed Government 
contracts, if not the Government? And 
who has redistributed labour to the 
recipients of those contracts if not the 
Government? That may be claimed as 
of the past, but the damage has been 
done, and can it honestly be said that 
there has been recently a radical change 
of policy? 

For this is the crux of the matter, and 
whilst I acknowledge the value of regis- 
tration, the surprising figures must be 
viewed in their proper perspective. I have 
said repeatedly since their publication that 
this is a record of the industry now, after 
over two years of war, and must not be 
confused with the normal. Indeed, it may 
be looked upon as an indictment of 
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Government,. policy or lack of policy for 
the industry. Only 1,257 firms are shown 
to have over 100 employees, but probably 
we shall never know how very many more 
had comparable establishments reduced 
through the adopted system of contract 
distribution. Nor 1s it likely ever to be 
disclosed how largely the figure of total 
employed by these 1,257 fortunate firms 
has increased through this same system 
since the war began. We cannot know, 
we can only suspect and form our opinions 
from our own experiegee and observation 
in our own districts and as we travel 
about. An alternative policy through 
regional direction by cal Building 
Councils has been consistently advocated 
by some of us for over two years, so that 
as one of those supporting this conception 
of organisation I can claim to have been 
at least a constructive critic. 

Lest I be now accused of too sweeping 
an attack, let me add that I fully appre- 
ciate the endeavours made by the Ministry 
to improve conditions in the industry, 
some good, some not so good. Nor can 
the blame of much that we deplore be laid 
entirely, or even mostly, at the door of 
the new Ministry. The Central Govern- 
ment itself must bear the major respon- 
sibility for terms of reference which, b 
giving permissive powers over other build- 
ing departments instead of obligatory 
powers, largely tied Lord Reith’s hand 
before he grappled with these enormous 
problems. 

Nevertheless, there is, in my view. 
opportunity for legitimate criticism of 
Mi iy as fies tried to show, and whilst 
that policy and direction are largely con- 
trolled by those whose vision apparently 
is limited by the sort of views expressed 
by Mr. Beaver, by so much must the 
general good of the industry be limited. 


Sr. GEORGE. 


Natural Lighting. 
To tHE Epitor or The Builder. 


Str,—In his letter to The Builder of 
February 13 Mr. Dufton cites two 
rooms to prove that my suggestion of 
gloomy ceilings tending to make for 
gloomy interiors was superficial and 
inaccurate. Both, however, are more 
interesting than convincing. One is 
a medieval kitchen so abnormally low 
as to require a special scheme of 
black and red wall and ceiling 
decoration to give a false impression 
of vaulted height; whilst the other is 
a bedroom under the roof which is 
said to have benefited by a blue ceil- 
ing giving an equally false impression 
of reduced height. 

Tastes differ, but the majority of 
your readers would, I think, find a 
black ceiling fiercely embellished 
with red more menacing than cheer- 
ful, and a lofty blue ceiling to be 
suggestive of clear blue sky. Neither 
of the examples can have much, if 
any, relation to the ‘sole question at 
issue, viz., the difference in psycho- 
logical effect between a well-lit white 
ceiling and the dirty grey of a white 
ceiling in shadow. 

In the discussion on Dr. Walsh’s 
recent paper on natural lighting at 
the Illuminating Engineering Society 
speakers were so insistent upon the 
advantages of light walls and ceilings 
that it was even suggested that they 
should be made compulsory by law. 


Percy J. WaLpram. 
9, Gray’s Inn Square, W.C.1. 


(Another letter is on page 198) 
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EXTERIOR AS REMODELLED. THE ELLIPTICAL SIGN BY MR. E. H. SHEPARD. 


REMODELLING OF AN [8tH-CENTURY SHOP, CLIFTON 
MR. J. RALPH EDWARDS, A.R.W.A., F.R.ILB.A., ARCHITECT. 
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REMODELLING OF AN 
I8tu-CENTURY SHOP AT 
CLIFTON, BRISTOL 


MR. J. RALPH EDWARDS, 
A.R.W.A., F.R.1.B.A., ARCHITECT. 





EXTERIOR BEFORE REMODELLING. 


THIS WORK OF REPARATION -AND RE-_ same time giving every possible facility required 





. modelling of No. 1, Wellington-terrace, Clifton, 
Bristol, consists of the complete repair of a 
dilapidated eighteenth-century shop which was 
threatened with demolition. Great care was 
taken to preserve the original features in this 
unusually interesting property, whilst at the 


for a small café and confectionery shop. The 
whole of the repair work was carried out by 
Messrs. Thos. Weeks & Sons, Ltd., of Ashton 
Gate, Bristol, the electrical work being by 
Gough Bros., Bristol. The elliptical sign was 
specially painted in oil by Mr. E. H. Shepard. 
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BASEMENT PLAN 


GROUND-FLOOR PLAN. 





UPPER-FLOOR PLAN. 
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VIEW IN UPPER FLOOR TEA-ROOM. 


THE SHOP AT GROUND FLOOR. 


REMODELLING OF AN 1[8TH-CENTURY SHOP, CLIFTON, BRISTOL 
MR. J. RALPH EDWARDS, A.R.W.A., F.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT. 
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THE ARCHITECT AND 
RECONSTRUCTION 


PROFESSOR RICHARDSON’S TALK TO 


A MEETING of the Town and Country 
Planning Association, held on Febru- 
ary 19, at 224, Regent-street, W.1, was 
addressed by Proressor A. _ E. 
Ricuarpson, A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A., on 
‘““The Architect’s Part in Post-War 
Reconstruction.”” Mr. Henry Strauss, 
M.P., presided. 

Proresson RiIcHARDSON said it was 
essential to take stock of the national atti- 
tude towards architecture. Looking back 
on the past, we were far from finding sus- 
tained and splendid artistry and crafts- 
manship. We found instead a people 
unconscious of their untidy surroundings. 
Selfish individualism and commercial pros- 
perity had been preferred to the greater 
ideal of true citizenship. In the great 
periods of true citizenship art had been 
universal, evolving its own standards. The 
ideals: of the time had reflected the age 
which imagined and encouraged them, but 
since those days culture, which should be 
universal, had been impeded by the cross- 
purposes of ostentation and _ vulgarity. 
There had been basking in the sun for 
the privileged few and perpetual saturn- 
alia for the masses. How could we 
approach the future when reconstruction 
would become urgent? It was not merely 
a question of patching up old buildings 
and designing new ones, but of a complete 
reorientation of outlook. We had to lay 
the foundations for a scheme of reconstruc- 
tion which would take a hundred years 
to realise. Yet this appalling picture 
passed almost unnoticed by the human 
beings whose lot it was to live and work 
in such surroundings. Against all this 
we set the freedom of people to do as they 
pleased, and, if they were unthinking 
architects, to express their personal tastes 
at the expense of others. 

Turning to something pleasanter, the lec- 
turer said that at Letchworth, Welwyn, 
and the dormitory suburb at Hampstead, 
everything was as it should be—seemliness, 
fair architecture and a good umbrageous 
setting. The housing schemes carried out 
by the London County Council were mag- 
nificent: he had profound respect for 
official architecture, and for those civic 
departments which had recognised the 
need for artistry. Few private architects 
had done so much to place architecture at 
the service of working people, and ~the 
successes attending the well organised 
efforts. of such corporate bodies pointed 
the way for the future. No doubt that 
future would make further demands on 
the profession to work under the control 
of the Ministry of Works and Buildings 
and other authorities. Yet everything 
was to be gained by the Department em- 

loying also architects in private practice. 
eae of their work should be given to 
outsiders. We could take comfort from 
the fact that such Departments existed 
and that control would become more 
general without detriment to the art. 

Of the architect’s part in post-war re- 
construction, the Professor said he knew 
what he would like it to be, but he doubted 
that his theories would be shared by the 
profession. There were architects who 
suffered from the growing pains of 
modernismus. There were others who dis- 
cussed social problems and never put 
pencil to paper. There were the very 
young whose experience was so profound 
and whose travels were so limited. There 
were the elderly who worked quietly to 
provide the back-room interest, and the 
journalist architects who had forsaken 
pencil and compass to write for the Press. 
Further to these were the distinguished 
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amateurs aiming at Ruskinian leadership. 
All these gentlemen were convinced that 
they and they alone could put things 
right. Yet we had the right sort of archi- 
tects to. undertake the gigantic task that 
lay ahead. But he: protested against the 
limitations, the complacencies 
standards of mediocrity that bad hitherto 
been so persistent. Architecture good or 
bad would not convert a nation to live 
more seriously. It was merely a vehicle 
of expression, but it was conducive to 
happiness, and an architect who was an 
artist would convey some part of his joy 
to those who viewed his work. If the 
services of architects could be co-ordinated 
there was no doubt of a beneficial result, 
but co-ordination was needed on a national 
scale. Artistic leadership was necessary : 
all could not be hewers of wood and 
drawers of water. There was something of 
vital importance in building up in public 
service a tradition of disinterestedness. He 
was confident that architects of great 
genius would be found. Artistic belief 
would be conducive to imagination, and 
would assist in co-ordinating lesser im- 
pulses. 

The present ideal of architects was a 
low one, and architects were disinclined 
to believe it had any substantial value. A: 
real understanding of civic art was needed, 
but it was something we had not had since 
the eighteenth century. This was the need 
of the moment, not the statistics of town 
planning but the artistry which should be 
the architect’s lodestone. We in England 
had neglected the basic principles of civic 
design and were now facing problems 
which demanded a return to artistry. 


Discussion. 

In the course of a discussion that fol- 
lowed, Mr. Beauroy said we did not lack 
good architects, but they insisted on 
putting good buildings in wrong places, 
and if a man tried to make his building 
conform with others he was sued for 
infringing copyright. Prorgessor RicHaRD- 
son said such difficulties would vanish 
whenever the Royal Fine Art Commission 
was reformed so as to be in a position to 
advise Ministers and insist on its decisions 
benig carried out. 

Another questioner asked, now that 
Regent-street .was built up, would it not 
be possible for the Royal Fine Art Com- 
mission, or some other body, to investigate 
whether it would not have been better :o0 
have one architect for the whole street as 
in the case of Nash at Bath?—The reply 
was that it would have been better to have 
the rebuilding of Regent-street under one 
control, but the Commissioner for Crown 
Lands wanted bigger rents, and the result 
was a tragedy. Another tragedy was 
Kingsway. Here the plan had been excel- 
lent, but the sites had been left to casual 
speculators. Different architects appeared 
ou the scene in consequence, and Bush 
House was the one redeeming feature. 

A reference to Russia led Proressor 
RicHarpson to say that architects there 
were now doing well in civics, but who 
had taught them? British architects had 
gone over there in the time of Catherine 
and endowed Leningrad with the best 
buildings that were there to-day. They 
had inspired the modern Russian tradition 
which was so good. When we thought of 
British architecture we should remember 
that it had given the whole tradition to 
America, had supplied Portugal with its 
finest cathedral, and founded the modern 
Swedish art. 

The CHatTRMAN said he was less pessi- 
mistic than Professor Richardson. He 
could think of some good buildings in 
London; for example, he admired the 
London University very much indeed. 

On the motion of Lorp HarMsworrtH a 
hearty vote of thanks was given to the 
lecturer. : 


and _ the- 
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Membership. 


The following members have been 
elected :— 
ASSOCIATES, 
(Overseas), 

L. Finch (Univ. Coll., K. Jonas B.Arch., M.A. 
Auckland, N.Z.), (Rand), (Johannes- 
(Oamaru, N.Z.). burg). 

FELLOWS. 


H. L. Bloomfield (Lon- F. Marsden (Daybrook, 
don). Notts.). 
C. F. Blythin (Croydon): Capt. E. A. Mitchell 


D. L. Bridgwater (Lon- (London). 

don). N. A. Rew (Berkhamsted, 
y. J. Fowles, F.S.I. Herts.). 

(London). E. M. Rice (Oxford). 
D. A. Lumsden (Bir- F. J. Cox (London). 


mingham). J. H. Walters (Congle- 
T. J. Lyneh (London). ton). 


ASSOCIATES. 
@. J. Anderson(Robert F. M. Corr (Univ. of 
Gordon’s Technical L’pool), (Londonderry, 


Coll.), (Aberdeen). N. Ireland). 
P. E. Bell (Polytechnic), E.G. Craven (Leeds Sch. 
(London). f Arch.), (Leeds, 
C. L. Christofides, B.Civ. orkshire). 


Eng., B.Arch. (Univ. W. Meadows (Univ. of 


of L’pool), (The Wir- L’pool), (Wigan). 

ral, Cheshire). K. J. Todd (Polytech- 
Mrs. L. C. Cooper (Vic- nic), (Lancing, Sus- 

toria Univ.), (Man- sex), 

chester). 


LICENTIATES. 
G. W. Baker (Easington, G. H. A. Perriam (Lon- 
Co. Durham). don). 
C. H. Stuart (Birming- 


H. C. Burgess (Woking, 
Surrey). am). 
A: Palfrey, . P:A.S.J. W: N. Wright, J.P... 


(Exeter). 


The Ashpitel Prize, 1941. 

The Ashpitel Prize, which is a prize of 
books to the value of £20 awarded to the 
candidate who, taking the Final Examina- 
tion to qualify as an Associate, shall most. 
highly distinguish himself among the 
candidates in the Final Examinations of 
the year, has been awarded to Mr. Leonard 
Howarth, A.R.I.B.A. 


R.A. SUMMER EXHIBITION 


DAYS FOR RECEIVING WORKS. 

FoLttowi1ne are the days for receiving 
works for this year’s Royal Academy 
Exhibition :— ‘ 

Water Colours, Pastels, Miniatures, 
Black-and-White Drawings, Colour Prints, 
Engravings and Architectural Drawings 
and Photographs, Friday, March 27. 

» Oil Paintings : Saturday, March 28, and 
Monday, March 30. 

Sculpture : Tuesday, March 31. 

Hours for the reception of works, 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m., except Saturday, March 28, 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

N.B.—Not more than three works may 
be sent by any one artist. 

No work will under any circumstances. 
be received before or after these specified 
dates. All works must be delivered 
(unpacked) at the Burlington-gardens 


F.S.I. (London). 


entrance. None will be received at the 
Piccadilly entrance. 
Labels and forms can” be obtained 


(during the month of March only) from the 
Academy. Applications by letter must be 
addressed to ‘‘The Secretary, Royal 
Academy of Arts, Piccadilly, W.1,’’ and 
be accompanied by a stamped addressed 
envelope. 44 

The Exhibition will cpen on Monday, 


- May 4, and close on Saturday, August 8. 


Agents are informed that forms and 
labels must be applied for by the artists 
who wish to use them; they cannot be 
issued to agents. 

The attention of agents is drawn to the 
regulation which states that if the form 


‘is not signed by the artist, his works will 


be inadmissible, and they are advised to 
warn any of their customers who expect to 
be abroad during March to apply to the 
Royal Academy before their departure, 
when a form and labels will be issued. 
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PLANNING THE POST-WAR INDUSTRY 


2.—THE CONTRACTOR 


BY “ F.1.0.B.” 


No planning for the future in the case of contractors can 
be successful without the co-ordination of architects and 
surveyors, and also of the principal building employers, 
such as the Government and public bodies; the interests 
of all are intermingled. It is this which complicates and 
has always complicated any attempt to put the contracting 
industry on a sound basis. 

The interests of all these bodies are actually not 
opposed, but owing to the short-sightedness of one 
or other they have often appeared to be at variance, with 
the result that inconsiderate action has often damaged the 
intérest of one class immediately, and finally that of all. 

The reason of this apparent divergence of interest is the 
simple fallacy that the cheapest estimate must necessarily 
be the most advantageous. 

In times when trade is normal and the number of con- 
tractors is not greater than is warranted by the amount 
of work to be done, the evil of this fallacy is not so great, 
though even then the idea that the builder's principal com- 
petence lies in his putting in a cheaper estimate than others 
is obviously fallacious. But when trade is bad, or when, 
even if good, the number of contractors is greater than the 
amount of work warrants, the result is disastrous. Prices 
are cut and profits become minute or non-existent. This is 
obviously bad for the contractors, but does it affect the 
others? Why should the architect or the building owner 
worry because the contractor loses money? 


First-Cost and Maintenance. 


The reason is that buildings have not only to be erected 
‘but maintained, and the cost of maintenance is in inverse 
ratio to the care and skill expended on the building. A 
cut-price job is, and must always be, a,scamped job. I do 
not mean that every firm which takes a contract at a cut- 
price immediately forsakes a proper method of building 


and scamps the work. A good firm which takes one con- 


tract cheaply in bad times will carry it out in as good a 
manner as previous work, but if cut-prices continue for 
any period, that firm must either scamp the work to make 
a profit or cease to take contracts at all until times have 
improved. Whichever course is adopted, the result to the 
building owner is the same. He gets a bad building, and 
his costs of maintenance will consequently be high and 
may over a term of years swallow up the saving between 
the cut-price and the proper one. When this fact is pointed 
out to the building owner, he too frequently says: ‘“ But 
what do we pay the architect for? It is his business to 
see that we get what we pay for.” 

This, of course, is an extreme fallacy. Even if an archi- 
tect were to undertake only one commission at a time and 
were to remain on the site during all working hours, unless 
the building were small he could not prevent scamping. 

In ordinary commercial practice the idea is, of course, 
absurd. Even in buildings erected by public authorities 
with ample supervision, if they are,inspected when altera- 
tions are made, very queer things are often found, and the 
private architect with a client who frequently objects to 
paying for even one clerk of works must place a great deal 
of reliance on his contractor. 

The question of bad building does not affect the building 
owner only. It is also detrimental eventually to the public, 
for the reason that the money spent on unnecessary main- 
tenance has eventually to be paid for by the public—in the 
case of public buildings directly in the form of rates or 
taxes; in the case of commercial buildings indirectly in 
increased charges for goods or services. 


Architects and Cheap Prices. 

For this:state of affairs the architects are very much to 
blame. They have yielded too much to the clamour of their 
clients for a cheap price, and have not always taken a stand 
and pointed out the obvious facts detailed above. It is 
true, however, that they themselves have been frequently 
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subjected to fierce competition, and have been told that. if 
they could not put up a building for so much per cubic 
foot, the clients would find someone who could. The ten- 
dency of building owners to beat down their architects as 
well as their contractors has led very often to a regrettable 
lowering of the standard of specifications, a fact of which 
the client, of course, knows nothing, until at some future 
date he has to spend money on what should have been 
unnecessary maintenance or repairs. 

Cut-prices are harmful, therefore, not only to the con- 
tractor, but to the architect and his client. 

These, then, were the principal evils affecting the con- 
tracting industry before the war, price-cutting and sub- 
sequent inferior work, and, unless steps are taken to pre- 
vent them there seems no reason to suppose that they will 
not be rampant after the war. Not at once, perhaps, but as 
soon as the first flood of work is over. How is it to be 
avoided ? 

The mere raising of prices by agreement, if it were 
possible, which is very doubtful, is not sufficient. However 
justifiable an increase might be, those who have to pay will 
never take the opinions and actions of those who charge as 
disinterested, nor, of course, would they be. This is where 
the London Builders’ Conference very largely failed, and 
is always likely to fail. Such efforts will always. be regarded 
as trust-forming attempts. The reply would be an intensi- 
fied attempt to find other firms to break the so-called ring, 
and in certain cases direct labour or the creation of ad hoc 
firms, which comes to much the same thing. 


A Proposed Solution. 

The following solution is put forward, with the warning 
that it would necessitate a certain measure of Government 
control and action. The scheme in broad outline would be 
as follows :— 

1. The registration of builders which at present is but a 
skeleton scheme, possibly valuable for war-time control 
but useless for any other purpose, to be amplified by the 
separation of builders into the three main classes—Con- 
tractors, Speculative builders, and Jobbing builders. This 
separation having been made, a further division of con- 
tractors should follow, by classification according to amount 
of capital and experience. 

2. The registered contractors to be asked to give proof 
of technical knowledge and capacily—viz., that a propor- 
tion of their directors (not merely paid managers or 
assistants) should have a genuine knowledge of the tech- 
nique and practice of building. Here the Institute of 
Builders could play a useful part. If any firm could not 
provide such proof, and there are probably many whose 
directors are financiers only, they should be compelled to 
co-opt on their boards men with the necessary qualifications. 

3. Estimating to be done not by individual firms but by 
a central body composed of representatives of the contrac- 
tors and nominees of the Chartered Surveyors’ Institution. 
The expense of this central estimating board, which need 
not be great, since many contracts are of a stereotyped 
kind, would be spread over all estimates on a percentage 
basis. No contractor to be allowed‘ to put in any other 
estimate than the official one. 

This, of course, would abolish competitive tendering, 
but the building owner would have a fair cost guaranteed 
by an authoritative and, as regards the surveyors, an 
impartial body, without whose concurrence the estimates 
could not be made up. Architects could place the work 
with any registered contractor they wished, but if too much 
were allocated to a few firms and others equally competent 
were left out, the matter would have to come before the 
central governing body, whose decision would be final, and 
who would, if necessary, allocate the work themselves. 

This central governing body to consist of representatives 
elected by the Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Chartered Surveyors’ Institution, the contractors and the 
Trades Unions, with an independent chairman nominated 
by the Government. 
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4. A central buying organisation to be set up, with 
branches throughout the kingdom, to buy for all contracts. 
This would enable estimates to be based on the most favour- 
able buying basis as obtained by large coniractors, and 
would prevent exploitation of the medium and small con- 
tractors by merchants or middlemen. 

This organisation would, of course, buy only. Accounts 
would still have to be met by the contractor who received 
the goods. 

5. From all contracts a percentage to be paid to the 
central body. Such percentage to be allocated as follows: 
A proportion to be paid out annually as a bonus to all 
employees, the remainder to be retained and invested as a 
reserve for periods of bad trade, out of which those con- 
tractors who had no work because there was not enough to 
go round, could be paid sufficient to keep them in being. 
This payment, however, would probably not be necessary, 
except in periods of very severe depression, if the alloca- 
tion of contracts were carried out with sufficient care. 

A proportion of this pool to be distributed among the con- 
tractors in proportion to their capital, say, every five years, 
if a sufficient reserve for bad times had accumulated. 

6. Cases of bad work and incompetence to be reported to 
the central body and an inquiry to be held. If proved, a 
caution to be given, and if this is not heeded, then the 
firm to be removed from the register. 

7. All books to. be open to inspection by the Central Body. 


An End to Laissez-faire. 

These proposals may appear revolutionary, but something 
similar has been occurring for years in other industries, 
with the important difference that the public have had no 
share in.the arrangements made and its interest has fre- 
quently not been consulted. Among the important trades 
of the country the building trade is almost alone in abiding 
by the Victorian principle of laissez-faire. How can this 
principle be operated in a world which does not practise it? 
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, bank is the building owner. 
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It cannot. Faced with hard-and-fast wage rates on the one 
hand, and ring prices for materials on the other, the’ con- 
tractors have been between the upper and nether mill- 
stones, and if they do not organise they can never know 
ccntinuous and regular prosperity. They will, as before, 
proceed from boom to slump and slump to boom, losing in 
the oné the profit made in the other, and their survival 
depending largely on which lasts the longer—the boom or 
the slump. . Such is a life for gamblers, not for business 
men. What wonder is it that contractors do frequently 
gamble on their tenders? Sometimes it comes off, but in 
the long run the gambler never wins. It is always the 
bank which is the.eventual winner, and in this case the 
He has been doing well for 
a good many years-before the war, and even now, in spite 
of wild runiours spread around, I do not think that he— 
now personified in the Government and public bodies—has 
done so badly during the war. 

It is true, of course, that this scheme would to a large 
extent “‘freeze”’ firms at their present size. Well, it is 
better to have a regular income; even if not very large, 
than a lot one year and nothing at all or minus nothing 
the next. It is certainly better than swelling yourself up 
like the frog in the fable and bursting—and we have had 
a good many burst frogs since 1918! Admitted, also, that 
the smaller firms would rarely become rich, though there 
would still be scope for individual initiative in carrying 
eut work, but in the post-war world is there going to be 
much chance of that, anyhow? A large gross income, 
possibly, but after the tax-collector has finished with it— 
what? 

Whether it is a better world or not that we are coming 
to, it is- likely to be very much poorer—the destruction of 
rea! wealth has been too great for anything else. 

The problems of the speculative builder will be dealt with 
in a further article. 

(To be continued.) 








STANDARD SCHEDULE OF PRICES 
ADOPTION BY M.0.W.B. 


Tue Minister oF Works recently approved the proposal 
of the Central Council for Works and Buildings that a 
standard schedule of prices should be prepared, suitable 
for valuing the class of building and constructional work 
included in the Government’s building programme. The 
schedule was prepared by a special technical sub-committee, 
has been accepted by the Central Council, and is being 
adopted by the Minister forthwith. It will shortly be on 
sale by the Stationery Office. ; 

The Ministry of Works write: The prices in the schedule 
have been fixed with reference to stated rates of wages for 
tradesmen, labourers and navvies, and to basic prices of the 
principal materials, a list of which is given in an appendix. 
Using these declared constants with allowances, based on 
practical experience, for the use of mechanical and other 
plant in the various operations, rates have been built up 
which ensure a uniform margin over cost for overhead 
charges and profit in each trade. In using the schedule 
adjustment should be made for the increase or decrease in 
the costs of labour and of materials where they differ from 
those used in making up the prices in the schedule. 

The adoption of the new schedule will enable anyone 
inviting tenders to issue completely priced bills of quanti- 
ties on which contractors will be asked to quote a percen- 
tage on or off. The knowledge that they are working on a 
series of prices calculated on a uniform basis from declared 
constituents of value will greatly facilitate the work of con- 
tractors in determining what the percentage addition or 
deduction should be. The schedule will be equally usable 
as a basis for valuation where no bills of quantities have 
been prepared before operations are started. 

In cases where it is necessary to put work in hand before 
a scheme has been worked out in detail, or where it is 
desired to invite tenders for projected work the extent. of 
which cannot be accurately foreseen, the schedule will form 
a reliable instrument for valuation of the work done with 
such percentage adjustment of the rates as the contractor 
may quete in his tender. It will, moreover, obviate the use 
of the cost-plus form of contract for all work of the character 
defined in the schedule in those cases where urgency is such 
that no time is available to prepare detailed bills of quanti- 








BRICKWORK 


The brickwork will be measured net and all openings deducted Method of 
except in the case of flues and ventilating openings not exceeding mee pl 
18” x 18." , what rates 

The brickwork to be built 1n cement mortar gauged 1 to 4 of cement include 
and sand with 2§” bricks rising four courses to the foot. If bricks 
of other thicknesses are to be used, the rates are to be adjusted 
accordingly. 

The rates include for building at any level required or off girders, 
and for forming all openings and reveals of all widths or depths as. 
required, plumbing. angles, cutting and fitting to panels between 
solid stancheons, all rough cutting, rough relieving and discharging 
arches, all rough oversailings or set backs and building in ends 
of timbers, lintols, pad stones, bars, etc.,—building in ends of steel 
joists to be. measured * 

All bricks are to be grooved or roughened where walls are 
plastered or rendered and the rates include for this. The rates 
for fair face include for picking selected bricks. 




















Item Description ¢ Unit Rate .« 
£ s d, 
201 | Reduced bnckwork mm bncks in 
cement mortar 1 : 4 as described o Rod super | 37 19 4 
202 | Ditto w isolated piers and chimney stacks 39 13 4 ; n 
203 | Ditto built m Quetta bond, including con- , 
crete filling reinforced with steel rods 
_(rods measured separately) 42 16 © 
204 | Ditto reinforced with steel rods (measured : 
separately) ... . eco tee ase | 40 16 @ 
205 | App to foregoing ttems of brickwork if n 
underpinning in short lengths ... ety - 410 8 
206 | Half brick wall in cement mortar ... Foot super 1 of 
207 | Ditto built fair face and pointed on both 
sides with a neat flush joint as the work 
proceeds ... tee ove eee oe 1 2g 
208 / Brick on edge partition n cement mortar ... ASAD ce 10 
209 | Ditto built fair face and pointed both sides 
with a neat flush joint as the work 
proceeds see eve eve ave Lae 3 
210 | Hollow wall consisting of two 4} m. brick 
skins in cement mortar with 2} in. cavity 
between, bonded together with galvan- 
ized wrot iron ties, one to every yard 
super, ipcluding keeping cavity clear of 
mortar droppings ... eee ove eee 2.2 ) 





13 ‘ 
A TYPICAL PAGE FROM “STANDARD SCHEDULE OF PRICES.” 
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ties. The framers of the schedule have, further, used 
inclusive descriptions for some of the items. This has been 
done without interfering with the usual method of costing 
and estimating, and will simplify the process of measuring 


the work. 


While the schedule was directed specifically to the valua- 
tion of buildings to be carried out by the Ministry ef 
Works and Buildings, it is obviously equally suitable for 
use. in connection with any building of similar type. . Both 
Government departments and local authorities should find 
it useful. The schedule is, again, primarily meant for war- 
time ‘building, but the principle upon which it is based 
sould well be applied and continued into the post-war 
period. Such a schedule of prices, prepared to include the 
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class of building required for redevelopment and the re- 
building of damaged aréas, or the present schedule ampli- 
fied and extended to embrace structures of a more perma- 
nent and elaborate type, could, it js felt, constitute a real 


step to great stabilisation of conditions affecting the pricing 


the schedule. 


of tenders—a ‘result which would operate both in the 
national interest and in the well-being of the industry itself. 
The Employers’ Federations have welcomed and endorsed 


The Sub-Committee which prepared the schedule are: Mr. 
Oswald Healing, P.P.S.I. (Chairman), Sir Georgé Burt; Mr. 
Howard Farrow, Mr. F. J. Gayer, Mr. Alfred Harris, Mr. 
J. W. Laing, Mr. C. A. Morrison (M.O.W.B.), with Mr. 
E. J. Rimmer as Secretary. 














BUILDING 


THE GENERAL POSITION. 

_ ‘* Te period since the issue of the last 
General Position has been marked by a 
series of somewhat unusually enlightening 
official announcements,” states the current 
issue of the Building Industries Survey, 
published by the Building Industries 
National Council. ‘‘ The most outstand- 
ing of these indicates that for the: time 
beimg the peak of the national building 
programme has been passed, and that, in 
consequence, a further 200,000 men are to 
be dereserved for service with the armed 
forces. The tone of these announcements 
affords some contrast to recent statements 
and policies bearing upon the extensiveness 
of the official wartime building programme 
in relation to the continuously narrowing 
resources. 

‘* Official announcements have also been 
made to the effect that following the redue- 
tion in the number of available operatives, 
a reduction must also be made in the rela- 
tive number of firms. These announce- 
ments indicate that, so far as the Mjnister 
of Works and Buildings is concerned, ne 
is of the view that henceforth there must 
be more direct relationship between the 
capacities of one functional group and 
another, and ultimately between all four 
such groups on a balanced basis. This 1s 
ene a step in the right direc- 
tion. . . .. To be fully effective, such a 
measure must involve some form of control 
over entry to those professions and indus- 
tries. A great deal of thought, which 
unfortunately remains uncollated, has been 
given to this matter by members and sec- 
tions of the industries. In some instances 
the principle of production by quota has 
been practised, and—so far as information 
has become available—with apparently 
generally beneficial results. . . . 

_ “From the point of view of the build- 
ing industries as.a whole, it means that 
more active centralised representative 
action will be called for. Indeed, there 
would appear to be very little scope for 
purely sectional considerations, since such 
questions as are likely to arise will 
obviously call for central and universally- 
applying measures of collaboration. There 
is, however, an important immediate prob- 
lem to be faced, namely, the manner of 
employing the fixed capital resources and 
certain types of labour which may become 
unused as the volume of direct war build- 
ing is reduced. In so far as these tempo- 
rarily idle resources cannot be employed 
on other phases of the war effort, they 
should be utilised for other needed build- 
ing work. So far as can be ascertained, 
the people at present living on the taxes 
outnumber those paying them. The pro- 
cess of depleting the number of people 
capable of earning primary income, and 
consequently. creating tax revenue, can 
hardly be carried much further. It is, 
therefore, essential that continuous con- 
sideration be given to the extent to which 
private building work can be permitted, 
not only in order to maintain the employ- 


ment of otherwise redundant resources, but 
also in order to restore the building indus- 
tries, so far as is possible, to their former 
position of stimuli of taxable revenues. 
“It is perhaps of importance to note 
that if the Minister of Works and Build- 
ings is to be the Government instrument 
for deciding the highly important economic 
considerations involved in the control b 
him of building activity, it may well 
become essential for him to have the 
advantage of a strong and independent 
economic advisory division in his 
Ministry... . . There can be little doubt 
that the future well-being of the buildin 
industries will be guided and controlle 
more by the national urge to achieve, in an 
ordered manner, predetermined economic 
and social ends, than by the disjointed 
activities of an undirected group of indus- 
trial resources divorced from any national 
scheme of progressive development.” ' 


POST-WAR PLANNING 
AND TRANSPORT 


ADDRESS BY MR. W. H.: ANSELL. 


Mr. W. H. Ansett, P.R.I.B.A., gave 
an address on ‘‘ Post-War Planning and 
Transport ’’ at a luncheon of the Institute 
of Transport on February 11. In the 
course of this he said that the war had 
had one very pronounced result. It had 
led to an increase of interest in and talk 
about planning of all kinds—national, 
regional, and physical planning. Some 
would include the planning or replanning, 
whether they, wanted it or not, of other 
people’s lives. ‘We should have to keep 
a watchful eye on some of the would-be 
reformers, as we were not fighting against 
dictatorship abroad in order to rivet it 
upon ourselves at home. Many of us had 
not over-much freedom of choice now in 
the kind of life we wished to live, but 
such as we had we valued highly and 
were not willing to lose. There was, how- 
ever, plenty of scope for improvement, 
for repairing the sins of the past, of com- 
mission and omission, without infringing 
personal liberty and individuality. 

The end of a great war provided a 
glorious jumping-off date for the begin- 
ning of a brave new world; but past 
failures, ranging from personal New Year 
resolutions up to Versailles Conferences, 
had taught us that brave new worlds did 
not come of themselves. They must be 
thought out beforehand to ensure that 
there should’ be no clogging disabilities to 
ruin a national effort, and so we demanded 
that even new, while the war had yet to 
be won, ‘while every ounce of energy 
possible was needed in the war effort, 
someone should be thinking and working 
with an eye to the future; hence the 
demand for a National Plan. 

Some ferm of National Planning 
Authority had been dap eata which should 
presumably decide the great principles of 
a nation-wide, comprehensive yet flexible 
plan. Such matters as the suggested: pro- 
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vision of great' motor roads restricted to 
fast traffic, undiluted by slower local 
transport and undisturbed by road cross- 
ings, would fall to be considered by it as 
a Government body, in close co-operation 
with other Ministries, The use of land, 
the location of industry, the right types 
of extensions to old towns or creation of 
new ones, and a multitude of other human 
activities, would be guided, while yet 
leaving, he trusted, a considerable scope 
for individual enterprise. 

Below the National Authority would be 
formed Regional planning boards, respon- 
sible to the higher authority, and working 
in the closest liaison with these Local 
Government bodies on whom it was clear 
that the major part of the work of carry- 
ing out a plan would fall. Local plans 
would be so co-ordinated that they fitted 
into the regional plan, and the regional 
plans into the national plan, which should 
not be a rigid, inflexible thing, but rather 
an inspiration to local planners. In all 
such planning, transport as a factor of 
modern life must be taken into account 
from the very first. Not that it might 
deminate the plan, for transport should 
be the servant of the public, not the 
master, but that it might be realised that 
transport was not a thing apart from civic 
life, but was an integral part of it. 

Having referred to many of the defects 
in the existing order of things and offered 
suggestions for improvement, the speaker 
said that a pleasant, kindly town, with 
every possible adjunct of convenience, 
safety and beauty, not so large as to be 
incomprehensible, and not so small as to 
be unable to give all that its citizens 
asked of work and play, education and 
the arts, could be one of the most attrac- 
tive works of man, But unless it was 
realised that mere administration of Acts 
of Parliament would never add beauty to 
convenience unless we made it difficult for 
the design of our buildings to fall into 
the hands of untrained and’ unqualified 
men, we should not achieve the perfection 
which was ours for the making. 

It was high time we realised that the 
architect was not a man who added super- 
ficial prettiness to the conceptions of 
builders and engineers. He was, by the 
nature and scope of his training, essen- 
tially a planner, not only of individual 
buildings, but of groups and combinations 
of buildings: with all their environments. 
The nation was entitled to the best he 
could give, and no obstacle should be 
placed in the way to prevent him giving 
that best. 

‘* May I conclude,’ said Mr. Ansell, 
‘by quoting a sentence I read the other 
day? I thought it rather good. It occurred 
to.me in one of my own lectures. ‘ Let us 
have dignity and scholarship in civic lay- 
outs and buildings, gaiety, interest and 
spaciousness in our streets, fine planning 
and good ,onstruction in our ‘housing 
areas, and everywhere a recognition of the 
importance of the cultivation of the art of 
life for every citizen.’ ” 
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LAW REPORT 


SUCCESSFUL APPEAL BY WORKMAN 
WHO REFUSED TO HAVE HIS FOOT 
AMPUTATED. 

Court or APPEAL. 

Before the Master or THE Rows and 
Lorps Justices ‘MacKINNON and 
GopparD. 

Redpath, Brown and Co., Ltd., v. Hayes. 
This case, which raised an interesting, 

novel and important question under the 

Workmen’s mpensation Acts, came 

before the Court on the appeal of Mr. James 

Hayes, of Matilda-place, Benwell, New- 

castle-on-Tyne, from the award of Judge 

Richardson at the Newcastle-on-Tyne 

County Court in favour of the employers, 

Messrs. Redpath, Brown and Co., ita, 

steel structural engineers, of Duncannon- 

street, London, W.C., the Judge having 
in proceedings instituted by the employers 
reduced the amount of compensation pay- 
able to Mr. Hayes under the Acts from 
30s. to 20s. a week upon the ground that 

Mr. Hayes had acted unreasonably in 

refusing to undergo an operation for the 

asapeyenes of his foot, which had been 
badly crashed as the result of an accident 
whilst he was working for the respondents 

on January 5, 1938. 

The only question raised by the appeal 
was whether Mr. Hayes, in the circum- 
stances, was unreasonable in refusing to 
undergo the yer 

Mr. Gilbert Paull, K.C., and Mr. S. R. 
Edgedale appeared in support of the 
appeal by Mr. Hayes; and Mr. F. A. 
Sellers, K.C., and Mr. W. H. Duckworth 
appeared for the respondents, the 
employers. 

uring the course of the arguments 

Mr. Sellers, referring to a remark by Lord 
Justice Goddard to the effect that even if 
Mr. Hayes consented to have his foot 
amputated there was no obligation on the 
respondents to provide him with an arti- 
ficial one, said the respondents would 
undertake that Mr. Hayes should be pro- 
vided with an artificial foot, which would 
be maintained and renewed as long as it 
was necessary. 

The Master of the Rolls, in the course 
of his judgment allowing the appeal, said 
that, so far as counsel had been able to 
discover, this was the first case which had 
come up to that Court for consideration 


in which a workman was alleged to have. 


been guilty of unreasonable conduct by 
refusing to undergo an operation for the 
purpose of thaving his foot amputated. 
If the operation had been performed, Mr. 
Hayes would have had to be supplied with 
an artificial -foot for the rest of his life. 
When the accident took place in January, 
1938, Mr. Hayes’s foot was so badly 
crushed that a large cart of the bone had 
to be removed, and at the time of the 
hearing of the arbitration proceedings in 
the County Court in October, 1941, Mr. 
Hayes was still suffering considerable 
pain. He could walk two miles slowly 
with a stick and did not have to use 
crutches. In February, 1939, he was 
examined by an eminent surgeon, who 
said he considered that the foot should 
have been amputated. That surgeon saw 
Mr. Hayes again in May, 1939, and then 
said he thought it would be wise to have 
the foot amputated, but Mr, Hayes 
refused to have it done. On July 10, 1941, 
the employers required an arbitration under 
the Workmen’s Compensation Acts for the 
review and termination of the weekly 
contributions made to Mr. Hayes on the 
ground of his refusal to undergo a surgical 
operation of a reasonable nature. On Sep- 
tember 23, 1941, Mr. Hayes consulted 
another eminent surgeon, who expressed 
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the opinion that unless the condition of the 
foot deteriorated further it would be a 
high-handed thing to have it amputated, 
and he said he did not advise that it 
should be done for the present. 

Proceeding, the Master of the Rolls said 
the question. was not whether the opera- 
tion proposed was a reasonable one or 
likely to be successful, but whether Mr. 
Hayes was unreasonable in refusing to 
es i it. It should be remembered that 
the operation, if performed, would deprive 
him of a foot which, at anv rate at present, 
was of some little use to him. hether 
or not it might be unreasonable for a 
workman to refuse to undergo the opera- 
tion, having been advised to have it, and 
where effective provision had been made 
to supply him with an artificial limb was 
another question. 
the Rolls) did not think it could possibly 
be said that a man who, having been 
invited to have his foot removed but, with 
no security for obtaining the necessary 
limb, refused, could be said to’ be acting 
unreasonably. It could not be too clearly 
stated that in cases where the provision 
of an artificial limb was necessary, that 
matter must be strictly attended to. 

In the present case, the County Court 
Judge should have held, on the facts, that 
the employers had not discharged the onus 
upon them of showing that Mr. Hayes’s 
refusal to undergo the oreration was 
unreasonable. He (the Master of the 
Rolls) thought the appeal should ~be 
allowed. ’ 

The other Members of the Court having 
concurred, the appeal was accordingly 
allowed, with the result that the award of 
30s. a week compensation to Mr. Hayes is 
confirmed. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Architects’ Fees. 

Mayor Lyons asked the Parliamentary 
Secretary to the Ministry of Works and 
Buildings if he would state the number 
of architects to whom, in respect of com- 
missions of his Department, fees or 
eredits for professional work from 
January 1, 1941, to date exceeded the 
sum of £10,000, respectively; the number 
where such emoluments reached or ex- 
ceeded the sum of £20,000; and whether 
he would indicate the. number in each 
classification where the architect or a 
member of his firm held, or had held, 
a position in the Ministry. 


Mr. Hicks said that the number of 


architects commissioned by the Ministry 
to whom, since January, 1941, fees 
amounting to between £10,000 and 
£20,000 had become or would become 
payable was eight, and the number to 
whom fees exceeding £20,000 had become 
or would become payable was two. No 
officer of the Ministry was connected 
with any of the firms in the first group. 
An officer in the Ministry was connected 
with one firm in the second group. 

Masor Lyons: Does it not become a 
gross scandal when, in two cases, sums 
exceeding £20,000 are paid in fees to 
architects in one year, and when one of 
the two is an officer in the Department? 

Mr, Hicks: The-Director of Works re- 
ceives no salary at all from the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings. 

Mayor Lyons: He does not want any 
salary with £20,000 a year profit! 

Mr, Hicks: The answer I gave last 
week is the only answer I can give now, 
and it is a matter of policy. It is a 
question whether successful firms, indi- 
viduals from which are invited to join 
the Ministry, should any longer be 
entitled to do any work for the Govern- 
ment. 

London Regional Planning. 

In reply to Sir HERBERT WILLIAMS, MR, 
E, Brown,.Minister of Health said, that 
the Standing Conference on London 


But he (the Master of ° 
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mayest Planning was established in 
1937, and by ite terms of reference it was 
limited to dealing with planning matters 
relati to Greater London which might. 
from time to time be referred to it. The 
Conference first met on October 13, 1937, 
and its last meeting was held on March 3, 
1939. He understood that no further 
meetings had been held because no 
matters had been referred to it since the 
outbreak of war. 


5 Unemployed Operatives. 


Mr. R. Morrison asked the Parlia- 


‘mentary Secretary to the. Ministry of 


Works and Buildings whether he was 
aware that the number of unemployed 
skilled building trade workers was 
rapidly increasing in the London area; 
and whether he had any proposals 
whereby these men might be employed. 

Mr, Hicks said that there had been 
sOMe increase in unemployment among 
building craftsmen in the London area 
since September, 1941, due partly to 
weather conditions. With,regard to the 
second part of the question special steps 
were being taken to find other employ- 
ment for these unemployed men in the 
building or other industries. 


Juvenile Work in the Potteries. 

Mr, Linpsay asked the Minister cf 
Labour whether the hours of work for 
young persons between the ages of 14 
and 16 in the pottery industry were in- 
creased with this approval. 

Mr, Bevin said that arising out of 
arrangements for releasing pottery workers 
for other urgent work, particularly in 
Government factories, he was advised that. 
with the reduced numbers the necessary 
pottery output could not be maintained 
unless weekly working hours were in- 
creased and further unless young per- 
sons under 16 were allowed to work be- 
yond the weekly limit of 48 hours pre- 
viously applying to them, In accordance 
with proposals made to him on behalf 
both of the employers and the workers 
eoncerned, he made an Order which, 
among other things, authorised the em- 
ployment of young persons under 16 in 
a pottery factory for hours in excess of 
48 but not in excess of 53, subject to per- 
mission being obtained in each cage 
from the District Inspector of Factories. 
While he regretted the necessity for this 
action, there was, in his opinion, no 
alternative consistent with his public 
duty. He proposed to keep a close: watch 
on the matter and to review the position 
in three months’ time. 


OBITUARY 


George Vernon, F.R.1.B.A. 

We regret to record the death of Mr. 
George Vernon, F.R.I.B.é., F.R.San.L, of 
Pinner, and of 9, Seymout-street, W.1. 
Mr. Vernon, who was elected A.R.I.B.A. 
in 1918 and Fellow in 1939, carried out 
much work in the West End, including 
Nettlefold House; Euston-road; flats ‘n 
Weymouth-street ; Burwood House; 
Caxton-street; ‘‘ High Holborn House,’’ 
W.C.; and the ‘‘ Duchess of -Bedford 
House ’’—flats at Campden Hill. 


Pilot Officer E. M. Hooper, A.R.1.B.A. 

We record with regret the death, killed 
on active service, of Pilot Officer Edwin 
Morris Hooper, A.R.I.B.A., R.A.F.V.R. 


** Town and Country Planning.” 

The winter number of ‘‘ Town and 
Country Planning,’’ just issued, contains 
many interesting articles, including 
** Post-War Planning and the Location 
of Industry,” “‘ Houses or Flats’? by 
Tom Harrisson; ‘‘ Reflections on Den- 
sity,” by F. J. Osborn; ‘‘ Safeguarding 
Agriculture,” by A. C. Bossom, M.P.; 
«Housing Standards After the War,” by 
T. Alwyn Lloyd; and other features. 
Copies are obtainable, price 1s, each, 
from 13, Suffolk-street, London, 8.W.1. 
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TRADE UNIONS AND THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 


LECTURE AT THE A.A.S.T.A. 

“ Trape Union Problems of the Building 
Industry ’’ is the subject of a series of lec- 
tures now being delivered by Mr.-D. E. 
Prercrvat at the headquarters of the Asso- 
ciation of Architects’, Surveyors’ and 
Technical Assistants. 

In a lecture given on February 12, Mr. 
PercivaL, after referring to the early days 
of the movement, said that with the war 
of 1914-18 steel, concrete and anything 
else that would economise labour became 
more necessary than ever, and the ten- 
dency was accentuated for workers to come 
into the industry on a lower grade of skill. 
After the war came dilution, and great 


opposition to it from trade union mem-. 


bers. ‘The Building Workers’ Industrial 
Union was formed, designed to cater for 
all building workers, irrespective of craft. 
The militant workers left the old unions to 
join the new one, and the-old unions were 
left under the control of men who did not 
want to amalgamate; but in order to com- 
pete with the new union they formed the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives—the unions federating, but 
each retaining its identity. In 1926 the 
Building Workers’ Industrial Union was 
disbanded, but in the same year industrial 
unionism gained a victory in the formation 
of the Amalgamated Union of Building 
Trade Workers. Bricklayers, masons, 
tilers and a number of smaller crafts went 
into this, and it was hoped it would lead 
to industrial unionism, but these hopes 
had not yet been realised. To-day craft 
divisions no longer corresponded with the 
state of the building industry; some of the 
older crafts were being wiped out 
altogether, and others were being modified 
so that less skilled work than ever was 
required. The workers should cease from 
sectional struggles and get together so as 
to improve conditions for the whole class 
of employees engaged in the building 
industry. Further changes were needed in 
the direction of eliminating differences be- 
tween crafts and between skilled and un- 
skilled workers. One hundred per cent. 
trade unionism was essential -if the 
interests of building‘ workers were to be 
properly served. 

Technicians had been slower to adopt 
trade unionism than: the operatives, be- 
cause it was only recently that the position 
had arisen where the technician became 
an employee with no other hope than to 
remain an employee all his life. "To-day, 
instead of private firms we saw municipal 
offices with permanent employees and 
large monopoly firms with technicians in 
their offices. During the slump of 1929-33 
a section of the technicians had seen that 
only by the development of their own 
trade union movement could they: extract 
decent conditions out of the industry. The 
union which catered for this section of 
building trade‘ workers had now realised 
that unless it united with the operatives 
it would suffer from all the disadvantages 
that had afflicted the craft unions because 
of their lack of unity. Therefore one of 
the big questions now being discussed in 
the A.A.S.T.A. was that of joining the 
N.F.B.T.O. If 100 per cent. trade- 
unionism could be got amongst technicians, 
these might face the menace of fascism 
with an organisation that would under- 
stand the way to go forward. 


Rotherham Master Builders’ President. 
At the annual general meeting of the 
Rotherham District Building Trades Em- 
ployers’ Association, Alderman. E.' Cruik- 
shanks, J.P., was elected President. 
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A.R.P. UNDER FIRE 


MEMORANDUM BY NATIONAL A.R.P. 
CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE. 
Tue National ° A.R.P. Co-ordinating 
Committee has prepared a comprehensive 
memorandum on all the most important 
aspects of A.R.P., based on the. experi- 
ences of their members who have visited 
all the most important ‘ blitzed’’ areas 
immediately after they have been raided, 
and on the experiences of members of 
organisations (such as the National Coun- 
cil of Social Service and the Friends’ 
Ambulance unit), whose members have 
been actively working in ‘the A.R.P. 

services 6f all kinds. 

The memorandum therefore makes avail- 
able a great amount of first-hand infor- 
mation, and much of the work of the 
local authorities themselves in solving 
A.R.P. problems. The memorandum pro- 
vides material on administration and in- 
formation centres, rest centres, rehousin 
and billeting of the homeless, first-ai 
repairs, transport, emergency feeding. 
casualty services, including hospitals, anti- 
gas measures, fire precautions, shelters, 
and evacuation. Some of the points made 
are :— 

Rest centres and other emergency ser- 
vices should be housed in framed buildings 
to reduce the danger of their being put 
out of action in raids. - 

First-aid repairs to houses should be 
made bomb-resisting, by such measures 
as stripping damaged roofs and replacing 
with a concrete flat, ‘‘torching’’ slates, 
using light ‘‘ replaceable ’? windows. 

Where local authorities cannot earmark 
sufficient reserve of accommodation for 


* rehousing the homeless, there should be 


reserves of sectional hutting. Any new 
housing should include a ‘shelter room.”’ 
Fire risks in buildings should be _re- 


§ duced by such measures as using fire 


resisting paints. Gas curtains are 
advocated for all shelters. 
This ‘‘Memorandum on A.R.P.” 


(price 6d., plus postage) is obtainable. 


from the National A.R.P. Co-ordinating 
Committee, 30, Bedford-row, London, 
W.C.1. 











Having Secured 
the Contract— 

what about the 

Steel Scaffolding ? 


TUBULAR 





SCAFFOLDING 


For the lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Stee! Scaffolding Co; 


731-761, HARROW RD.,N.W.10. 
Telephone No. Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines), 
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EMERGENCY INQUIRY 
BUREAU 


Questions from readers arising out of War- 

time difficulties and recent Emergency 

legislation will be answered by a special 

staff of contributors. Questions, which 

should be addressed to the Editor, should 

be accompanied by a stamped addressed 
envelope. 


Cow Hair in Lime Plaster. 

Sm,—In the course of an investigation 
into the effects of contamination of bomb 
wounds. by debris from old buildings, I 
have come across statements—and evi- 
dence—that plaster and mortar used at 
any rate to have incorporated with them the 
scrapings from hides. Could you give me 
information on this subject? Are hide 
scrapings now used, or were they? If dis- 
continued, when? In what part of 
masonry was this substance used? Was 
the substance used on the hides slaked 
lime—if not, what ? M. 

A correspondent writes: This inquiry 
surprises me somewhat. For many years 
clean cow hair has been used in lime and 
hair plastering for the rendering coat in 
three-coat work. Cow hair is the best 
possible material, and, if of the best 
quality, I cannot imagine any hide of the 
animal getting into it. The usual practice 
is to beat it well before use to free it from 
dust, etc. It is only used for lime and hair 
plastering, not for mortar. 


War Damage Repairs. 


Smr,—Could you tell me what is the | 


position of a person whose house, damaged 
by enemy action, has been repaired by the 
Council but not redecorated, and* still 
unfit for occupation? Can I make a claim 
tor the necessary money just to make the 
house fit to live in or not? Otherwise the 
Councu’s repairs are a waste of time and 
material. H. R. 

A correspondent writes : The work done 
by the Council was only in the nature 
of “‘ first-aid ’’ repairs to keep the pre- 
mises wind- and weathertighi. The cost 
of this work was to be borne by the owner 
or occupier originally, but by the War 
Damage Act, 1941, local authorities are 
now to- recover moneys spent ,on such 
works from the War Damage Commission. 

Apparently querist has not made a 
proper claim on the War Damage Com- 
mission. This she should do at once to 
the Regional Office of the War Damage 
Commission concerned. The claim is 
made on Form C.2. Querist should first 
see, and when asking for, Form C.2 also 
ask for a new explanatory pamphlet 
which has been issued by the Commission 
known as C.2.X. This sets out in detail 
the steps to be taken in making the claim 
on Form C.2, and it gives in simple lan- 
guage the purpose of the questions asked 
and information as to the evidence 
required to support the claim. 


Food Storage Buildings. 

Britain’s hundredth ‘‘ store cupboard ”’ 
has now been completed by the Ministry 
of Works, and 40 more—the beginning of 
a new programme of 127—have been put 
im hand. In these hundred camouflaged 
buildings, dotted about the country in 
innocent-looking meadows, is storage 
for something like a million tons of the 
nation’s reserve food and raw. supplies— 
and they are all being used. : 

The standard food store is a_ single- 
storied building of prefabricated steel, 
concrete floor, brick walls, steel and cor- 
rugated asbestos roof. The hundred 
buildings have been completed in eight 
months, that is, roughly 12 a month. 
They are built by contractors. 


+ 








OFFICIAL NOTIFICATIONS 


PURCHASE OF CONTRACTORS’ PLANT. 


Tue Ministry of Works announces that, 
as from March 1, 1942, the procedure for 
purchasing contractors’ plant apd obtain- 
mg steel authorisations for its manufac- 
ture will be changed. In the past per- 
mits for certain types of plant have been 
granted by the Ministry of Supply, and 
steel authorisations for other types by 
the Board ef Trade or the Government 
department concerned 


1. Permit Plant 


(A) From March 1, the Ministry of 
Works will be the only Government De- 
partment dealing with applications for 
authority to purchase plant of the types 
listed below, and from that date all arvli- 
cations for permits for new plant 
should be addressed to the Secretary, 
A.S.72, Ministry of Works and Buildings, 
Lambeth Bridge House, 8.E.1. Manv- 
facturers may continue to supply plant of 
the types listed to orders previously placed 
until March 15, 1942. After that date no 
plant may be delivered unless a M.O.W.B. 
permit has been granted, and any Ministry 
of Supply permits in respect of plant not 
delivered by that date will be cancelled. 


1, Bitumen mixers. 

2. Compressors, contractors’ portable 
and mobile. 

3. Concrete mixers. 

4. Dumpers. 

5. Locomotives, narrow gauge. 

6. Mechanical excavators and ancillary 
equipment. 

7. Mechanical trenchers. 

: weg mixers. 
. Paint sprayin uipment. 

10. Pile-driving eneiedoons 

11. Pumps, contractors’ 

12. Road rollers. 

13. Screening plant, portable, for aggre- 


gates. 

14. Tarmacadam plant. 

15. Tar-spraying machinery. 

16. Tipping wagons. 

17. Track-laying tractors, angledosers 
and trail builders, bulldozers, 
ditchers, elevating graders, graders, 
Killifer ploughs, rippers and rooters, 
scrapers, towing winches. 

18. Winches and hoists—contractors’. 

19. Internal combustion engines, for re- 
placement in contractors’ plant. 


(B) Manufacturers of the above types of - 


plant should, after the end of Period 1, 
apply for steel replacements to the Secre- 
tary, Ministry of Supply, DDG/REE, Bush 
House, South-West Wing, Aldwych, 
London, W.C.2. 


2. Non-Permit Plant. 

(A) No permit will be required to pur- 
chase the following types of plant :—Steel 
piling, wheelbarrows and navvy barrows, 
pneumatic drills, wire ropes, steel shutter- 
ing, asphalt cauldrons, pulley blocks, steel 
scaffolding and fittings. 

(B) Manufacturers of the above types of 
plant should, after the end of Period 1, 
apply for steel replacements to the Secre- 
tary, A.S.72, Ministry of Works and 
Buildings, Lambeth Bridge House, 
London, §.E.1. 


3. Spare Parts. 


Spare parts for all these types of plant 
(listed in paragraphs 1 and 3 above) may 


be purchased without a permit. Manu- 


facturers will continue to receive a “‘ float ”’ 
of steel for this purpose, but, after the end 
of Period 1, application for steel replace- 
ments should be made in the case of Permit 
Plant to the Ministry of Supply, and in the 
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case of Non-Permit Plant to the Ministry 
of Works and Buildings. 


DEMOLITION. 

The Ministry of Works wishes to remind 
contractors that before starting any demo- 
lition job they should make inquiries as to 
whether a licence should be obtained under 
Defence Regulation 56A from the Ministry 
of Works. 

No such work may be done without a 
licence if the estimated cost, together with 
the cost of any other work (in the cate- 
gories covered by the Regulation) which 


was carried out on the property during the- 


previous twelve months, exceeds £10)). 

These categories are : Construgtion, re- 
construction, alteration, repair (including 
repair of war damage), maintenance, deco- 
ration, redecoration, demolition, and pro- 
tection of premises against hostile attack. 

No licence is required if work of the 
above categories is done under direct con- 
tract. for a Government Department. 

The need for scrap metals of all descrip- 
tions becomes mcre urgent every day, and 
one of the most fruitful sources of supply 


is from the demolition of damaged build- ° 


ings. Where the-amount of scrag obtain- 
able is high in relation to the work in- 
volved, the Ministry encourages demoli- 
tion. Persons undertaking demolition 
work are therefore urged to apply for a 
licence as soon as possible. 


Fire Precautions for Institutions. 

The Ministry of Health and Depart- 
ment of Health for Scotland have issued 
a Circular (2561) to all local authorities on 
Fire Precautions in Emergency Residen- 
tial Institutions established for Evacuated 
or Homeless Persons, together with notes 
for the use of technical officers. 








SOLD UNDER GUARANTEE 


GEORGE LILLINGTON 
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DOMESTIC HOT WATER 
SYSTEMS 
PREVENTION OF FUEL WASTE. 


Tue Fuel Efficiency Committee, which 
was set "2 short while ago by the Secre- 
tary for Mines, has been giving consider- 
able attention to the question of insulation 
and lagging to avoid heat losses. It is recog- 
nised that in appropriate circumstances 
suitable lagging can result in marked 
economy fuel consumption, and a 
memorandum on ‘‘ How to Prevent Fuel 
Waste in Domestic Hot Water Supply 
Systems ’’ has been prepared by the - 
mittee to offer guidance on this subject. 

In this it is pointed out that in nearly 
every house a considerable quantity of fuel 
is wasted every year by heat which is 
dissipated from the piping and storage 
tank (or eee of the het water supp. 
system where these are not insulated. 
Some idea of the vast national waste of 
fuel in this way can be indicated when 
it is realised that the smallest installation, 
consisting of, say, a 25-gallon tank and 
small domestic boiler, if in continuous use 
throughout the ak will waste up to 
2 tons of fuel, that is without using any 
hot water at all. 

A large proportion of this waste can be 
prevented by the simple operation of 
covering and so insulating the piping and 
sterage tank. By. so doing, not only will 
waste of fuel be prevented, but a very 
much better service will result, with a 
substantial saving in money. In helping 
to save fuel, householders are contributing 


‘ to the nation’s need and at the same time 


improving the efficiency of their hot water 
services. By covering the pipes and tank 
water will remain hot in the tank for some 
hours even if the fire in the boiler is let 
out. 

The notes contained in the memorandum 
are intended to show how every house- 
holder can. apply insulation to his. hot 
water system ina simple, cheap, but 
effective manner. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
(Continued from page 188). 
The: £100 Limit. 
To tHE Epitror or The Builder. 

Str,—We would refer to the lefter of 
our members, Messrs. Treeby and 
Partners, in your issue dated Feb- 
ruary 13. In the ninth paragraph they 
say, “with the necessity of obfaining 
Ministry of Works licences before 
private enterprise can carry out work, 
the prime cost of which exceeds £100.” 

This statement is an error and is 
already causing misunderstanding 
amongst builders. The £100 limit applies 
not only to prime cost, but prime cost 
plus all overhead expenses, which is 
a very different matter. 

L. B. Vennine. 
23, Compton-terrace, N.1. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

Grig. By H. B. Creswell. (London: 
Faber & Faber, Ltd.) Price 8s. 6d. net: 

The Concrete Year Book, 1942. Edited 
by Oscar Faber, O.B.E., P.C.L., D.8c., 
M.Inst.C.E., and H. L. Childe. (London: 
Concrete Publications, Ltd.) Price 5s. 

A Short History of Japanese Architecture. 
By A. L. Sadler. (London: Angus & 
Robertson, Ltd.) Price 21s. 

Shall Our Children Live or Die? By 
Victor Gollancz. (London: Victor Gollancz, 
Ltd.) Price 2s. 6d. ' 

Liability for National Service. By G. 
Granville Slack, B.A., LL.M. (Lond.). 
(London: Butterworth & Co. (Publishers), 
Ltd.) ‘Price 15s’; by post, 15s. 8d. 


‘ 
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CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not 
included in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the head of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for yi mater ah the 
name and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING. 


MARCH 2. 
Sligo T.C.—32 houses Cope O and 01), 
etc. J. O’Brien, Chartered Quantity Sur- 
veyor, 48, Grafton-st., Dublin. Dep. £5 5s. 


MARCH 3. ca 

Spenborough U.D.C.—Mason’s, joiner’s 
and plumber’s work in connection with 
proposed alterations at central ~ fire 
station, Cleckheaton. E. and 8. _ 

Tees Valley Water Board.—Brick and 
reinforced concrete tunnel. T. 8. R. 
Winter, Eng. and Gen. Manager, Water 
Board Offices, Corporation-rd., Middles- 
brough. Dep. £3 3s. 

MARCH 4. E 

Londonderry Civil Defence Authority.— 
Three shelters at Good Shepherd con- 
vent. City Sur. Office, 


Dep. £3 3s. 
MARCH 6. 

Grimsby £E.C.—School feeding centre, 
Chapman-st. Junior Instruction Centre. 
B. E. and §. Dep: £2. 

Letterkenny.—Various works at Donegal 
District Mental Hospital. P. J. Courtney, 
resident. medical superintendent. 

MARCH 7. ; 

Chislehurst and Sidcup U.D.C.—Repair 

and redecoration of 4 flats and 243 houses. 


E. and 8. 
MARCH 9. ‘ 
Millom R.D.C.—Softening and filtering 
station and cottage. Taylor and Wallin, 
13, Lansdowne-terr. East, Gosforth, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. Dep. £5. _ 
MARCH 10. 
Luton T.C.—Primary sub-station build- 
ing. General Manager and Chief_Eng., 
Electricity Offices, St. Mary’s-rd., Lyton. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 11. 

Strood R.D.C.—Two brick and_rein- 
forced concrete garages. W. J. Stimp- 
son, architect. 

MARCH 16. 

*Dagenham T.C.—Protected sleeping 
accommodation at salvage depét. A. E. 
Strickland, F.S.I., B. E. and 8. Dep. 
£1 Is. : 

Dublin T.C.—Public sanitary conveni- 
ences. City Treas., Exchange-bldgs. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

*Southgate T.C.—(a) Structural steel- 
work; (b) reinforced concrete floor at 
A.R.P. store. B. E.. Dep. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
HEATING, &c. 


MARCH 4. 

Feltham U.D.C.—Internal and external 
electric lighting for 110 communal sur- 
face shelters. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Pudsey T.C. — Internal and external 
painting of house at sewage works. B.S. 

MARCH 9. 

Leeds T.C.—Installation of electric 
heating and ventilating to shelters at 
Quarry Hill. R. A. H. Livett, A.R.I.B.A., 
Housing Director. 

MARCH 14. 

Montgomery Standing Joint Committee. 
—External painting and minor repairs at 
various police stations. Clerk. 


MATERIALS. 


MARCH 2. 
Bedlingtonshire U.D.C.—Road materials 
etc. E, and 8. 

Haltemprice U.D.C. — Road materials, 
ete. E. and 8. 
Morley T.C.—Road materials, etc. B. E. 


MARCH 3. 
Burgess Hill U.D.C.—Road materials, 
etc. E. and 8. 
isle of Ely C.C.—Road materials, etc. 
County S. 


uildhall-st. 
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MARCH 4. 
Marple U.D.C.—Road materials, ete. 8. 


MARCH 5. 5 
Carmarthenshire C.C.—Road materials, 
ete. County S. 


MARCH 7. f 
Leyland U.D.C.—Road materials, etc. 
E. and § 
MARCH 9 


7 T.C.—Road materials, etc. BE. 
and 


Dewsbury C.B.—Road materials, ete. 


ROAD, SEWERAGE AND WATER 
WORKS. 


MARCH 4. 
Surbiton T.C.—Adapting heating cham- 
ber to a static water tank. B. E. and § 


Dep. £2 2s. 
MARCH 5 


Hebburn U.D.C.—Improving existing 
water services to 77 houses. Acting S. 


MARCH 6. 
Berkshire C.C.—New lengths of con- 
crete roads of approx. 2,000 super yds. 
area. County 8. ep. £2. 2s. 


MARCH 7. 
Letchworth U.D.C. — Construction in 
brick and concrete of 4 static water 


basins. 8. 
MARCH 9. 
Henley-on-Thames T.C.—Formation of 
new soakaway areas and sludge beds. 
Tiverton R.D.C.—Automatic flushing 
chamber. W. Kemp, Sanitary S. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS. 


: MARCH 2. 

North Riding C.C. — (a) Temporary 
Qualified Architectural Assistant; (b) 
Temporary Junior Architectural Assis- 
tants, Education Officer, Wakefield. 


MARCH 7. 
Somerset C.C. — Three Temporary 
Architectural Assistants (Class 1, 2 and 3). 
R. O. Harris (A.), County A., Taunton. 


~MARCH 16. 
Lanchester R.D.C.—Temporary Surveyor 


-and Engineer. Clerk to the Council. 


NO DATE. 

Government of Trinidad. — Assistant 
draughtsmen for P.W.D. Dept. Secretary, 
Overseas Man-power Committee (Re- 
ference 148), Ministry of Labour and 
National Service, Hanway House, Red 
Lion-sq., W.C.1. 


EDIOYERS; 
tee LOY 2246 


jrpplassot 
The Leading Office for 


’ . Contract 
Guarantee Bonds 


ALSO 
FIRE 
WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 
PUBLIC LIABILITY 


MOTOR 
Etc. Etc. 























\ 


Head Office: 
8 KING STREET, MANCHESTER, 2 
London Office: 
23, Lawrence Lane, Cheapside, London, E.C.2 
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A.R.P. SCHEMES 


LONDON. 

Hendon.—Subject to approval of B. of 
mi EC. ——— tender of Buckingham 
& Sons, Ltd., London, N.W.4, at £1,828 for 
construction of shelters at Broadfields-av. 
school. 

Holborn.—Contracts for strengthening 
air-raid shelters have been placed by 
B.C, with W. A. Kellaway & Co., Ltd. (1), 
and C. P. Roberts & Co., Ltd. (2). 

Stoke gt meng . to erect further 
communal shelters, at £487. 


PROVINCIAL. 
Bedworth.—U.D.C. vropose extension of 


small type Anderson: shelters. 
Billingham-on-Tees. — Static water 


.basins proposed at works, at £5,000. 


Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose: Dormi- 
tory type shelter at Rubery; strengthen 
four existing shelters at Rubery and three 
at Catshill schools. Plans by F. W 
Goodman, S. 

_Burnley,—T.C. propose structural altera- 
tions to control room. Plans by E. 8 
Slackhouse, B.E. 

Gateshead.—Static water basins pro- 
posed by T.C., at £1,340. 

Hastings. — T.C. approved building to 
— Civil Defence personnel, at 


Jarrow.—T.C. received sanction to 
strengthen public shelters, at £3,500. 
Plans by J. Scott Weir, B.E. 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. accepted tender of 
Hillpark Building Co., Ltd., for commu- 
nal shelters at Shotts. Aréhitect is Wm. 
Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 

Leeds.—T.C. propose external water- 
— of trench shelter linings on 

uarry Hill Estate. Plans by R. A. H. 
Livett (A.), Housing Director, Priestley 
House, Quarry Hill. 

Liverpool. — T.C. propose static water 
storage tank at a sanatorium. 

Middlesbrough.—T.C. placed contract 
with A. Robinson, Middlesbrough, at 
£160, for a shelter at war time nursery. 

Nottinghamshire.—C.C. propose public 
clequeing station, at £4,000. Plans by 
E. W. Roberts (A.), County Architect, 
Shire Hall, Nottingham. 

Omagh. — Regional E.C. have placed 
contract with James Laffin, Railway-st., 
Lisburn, N.I., at £2,220 for protection 
works at schools. Plans by R. Ferguson 
& 8. Mcilveen, 36-37, Scottish Provident- 
bldgs., Belfast. 

Smethwick. — T.C. accepted tender, at 
£762, of Shro shire, Worcestershire and 
Staffordshire Electric Power Co., Muck- 
low-hill, Halesowen, for installation of 
electric lighting in 40 public surface 
og 

ork. —- T.C. propose alterations to 
Burnholme club premises for conversion 
Fn a centre. Plans by C. J. Minter, 
ity E. 


TRADE NEWS 


New Directorship. 

Colonel H. B. Sankey has joined the 
board of directors of Messrs. Harris and 
Sheldon, Ltd. . 


Cement Supplies: A Hint to Contractors. 


We understand that the prolonged spell 
of cold weather has considerably retarded 
progress in concreting on many large con- 
tracts, and it is expected that, with the 
acceleration which will be made on the 
resumption of favourable weather condi- 
tions, there will be an abnormal demand 
for cement. 

Manufacturers have stocked to capacity 
to meet this demand, but, owing to cur- 
tailed transport facilities, there may be 
difficulty in giving immediate delivery of 
everybody’s requirements. 

Users are therefore advised to take into 
store now as much as they can accommo- 
date. This will not only ease the future 
delivery problem, but will enable manu- 
facturers to maintain production to replace 
stock thus distributed. 
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RATES OF WAGES IN THE BUILDING TRADE 


AS AND FROM Ist FEBRUARY, 1942 
[Every cadinvioale is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors] 
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1/43 Norwich .......... 1/11 | 1/6 |Wells (Norfolk) .. 1/74 | 1/ 
1/5 ||\Nottingham ........ 1/11 1/ West Bromwich -| 1/il 1/ 
1/ (Nuneaton .......... 1/il 1/64 |Westcliff-on-Sea...... 1/104) 1/ 
ve Co SES 1/94 | 1/5 hee ag i st 1/0 “a 
1/54 |\Oldham ............ 1/11 | 1/64 |Wey rid; BR stares revs eo | i 
1/64 ||Ormskirk .......... 1/il | 1/ eymouth ........ ito Ws 
V3 Go Bee eae 1/104} 1/5 iwpatby tby ae 9 Hy 
1 AS era 1/96 | 1/3, jwmestable ...- ial vs 
1/ Paignton ...... 1/1 1/5. Wi _ se eteeeerees Wl 1/64 
st Peterborough 1/5 ‘wine eeeeowescecd 1/94 1/5 
1/ Plymouth 1/ Willineton ecocesecese Vl 1/64 
1/42 ||Pontefract 1/ aieedaar ct 1/lt 1/64 
1/52 |\Pont ie 1/ maga dl ite Rpboin derip i | 143 
is et . Hy Windermere ........ 1/9 1/5 
1/64 :|Windsor ............ 1/1 1/54 
1/ Wisbech . 2... cccecrce 1/84 1/4 
Witham ............ 1/9 1/ 
/4% \Woking ............ 1/94 | 1/5 
1/5% |Wokingham ....:... 1/9 | 1/43 
1/ Wolverhampton 1/it 1/64 
1/5 |Woodbridge ........ 1/84 | 1/ 
1/5 |Worcester ......--+- 1/104 1/5 
ist Workington ........ 1/94 1/5 
1/54 |Worksop.......-.+-: 1/104} 1/53 
1/6 |Worthing .......-.. 1/9 | 1/43 
1/5¢ |Wrexham .......--- 1/104 1/53 
1/64 Wroxham .......... 1/8k | 1/44 
1/4% ‘IWycombe .......... 1/10 | 1/54 
iat Wymondham ...... 1/8 | 1/4 
T/SE ANaowll. © 2. s.s3s eee 1/94 | 1/5 
us ee eee Pre JA/il 1/ 64 
* Painters 4d. less than other Craftsmen. t Plus 2d, per working day. ¢ Plasterers 2/1}. 





{ Tradesman’s Labourers, 1/74. 


§ Joiners, Plumbers, Bricklayers, Tilers and 


For Building Trade Wages in Scotland, see page 202 


Navvies and General*Labourers, 1/63. 
Masons receive 2/- per week or 4d. per day Tool Money. 
Nore,—-Cerpenters and Joiners in all Towns and Districts (other than Birkenhead and Liverpool) receive 2d. per.day Tool Allowance. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS’ 


Note ; Owing to the exceptional circumstances which prevail at the present time, prices of materials should be confirmed by i : The prices 
of soft woods are for cash on delivery. At present linseed oil and genuine spirits of turpentine can wr be supplied in cans in small quantities. 
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» &e. ' PLASTER. 
The price for Stock Bricks has been altered to minimum 10s, Od. per yd. £3 d. £ s. d. 
price at qos for full lorry loads. Sittingbourne | Pit Ballast ........ 9s. 6d. ,,. ,, | delivered Coarse, Pink .... 4 0 © Sirapite, Coarse.. 4 5 6 
district. A quotation for cartage be obtained | Pit Sand ........ 12s, Od. ,, ,, | 2 miles, » Whie ..4 76  ,,°. Finish.. 413 6 
as the haulage question is difficult. Washed Sand . 13s. Od. ., ,, pradius (+ RNR: Siders 450 
£ sd. by a 10s, 6d. ,, ,, Above prices for 4-ton loads and over London Area. 
First Hard Stocks ..........+.+« per 1,000 4 5 6 in. Broken Brick 163. Od. ,, ,, ‘ Blue Grey Stone Lime 2 17 6 
Second ~ 3.18 6] Pan Breeze ...... . Od. ve Lias Lime .... 3.7 6 Chalk Lime 217 6 
ze PR Granite Pol 8. gil eee, 
» ; Nore. are 3. each, credited 
2 10 0| delivered London Area. suas Specifcasiog: | 1s. 6d. if returned fh good condition within three 
ys To sites | 6 ton loads and upwards site ........ ton 2 9 6]. months, paid. 
3 ime Wak | Soe onde and upwards ste oo... per ton 2 12 §| Stourbridge Fired im paper bags, £2 128.64. in con 
2 in. Phorpres. Station District Va in 80 ton lots 2.22223: 2 7 @| lots at railway depot. 
A discount of 6d. 1,000 only per 1,000 per 1,000 “ Ferrocrete”” Rapid Cimeaninn 
si S es 6 ton loads and upwards site Scoccteccodcvces 215 6 Deli at London rate stations in full truck loads 
SE urt ete enters Tee tient 33 9 6 3. | 1 tonto Gtons site ..............-220+++-++ 218 6] of not less than aise secepeccccess: Per L000 
Seis taken“ St40 8st ns saretes n 9 3 3 Alongside Vauxhall in 80 ton lots. +... . 1... 213 0 for. London 
bam MMOSE 62s serene evens m1 9 2% 3 Stored in Reserved Bins at works, 1s. 6d. per Best tiles from Broseley. or 
J qdemcesecccersocserensee: BS ES Pe a eee, Som Receipes $366 
Whites sense wich ec sin 3, 8 3 | pectacnets” Wetee Regellent, “ Bine Clecio” opie, hand op TE Eg ia 22s 
London site) ( 516 6} cement, 30s. per ton extra on ordinary“ Blue = = =| Ornamental ditto. ...........0scecseceee 40 
Best blue Pressed Siaffs. (London Stas.) --.. 1012 0}. Cirle Prices | Cad Rapid Hip and valley tes {ind-inade ERT TER 012 9 
Do. Bullnose (London Stns.) .........- 120 Hardening Portland Cement, in 6-ton lots... 319 6| ‘PSC?  — \Nathme-made ...... 
Blue Wire Cuts Cocbdeccescee 19 6 “ Colorcrete’” not rapid hardening, according HARD WOOD. 
Best Stourbridge Fire Brick (London Stns.) _, 10 colour, from £7 to £13 10s. per ton. 1 INCH AND UP THICK. 
Bhi nin 8 Sin soins 12 0, 0) canenrnes, ein pontond Comes .10 5 0) Asaigientir pen ear, "Feat cite 
Ee twee c ee IV VU Vo SIM. wn ewereee “417” tra 4 4 
GtAzep Bricks. (Lo ae Delivered site London Area in 6 ton lots Dry English Wainscot Billets. 16 0 to 018 0 
Best White ivory ete | 5 0 OL! a ea, +.5c---<c-sec- <-<-- perton 3 9 6|Dry Slavonian Billet Wainscot’. 17 9 to 1 0 0 
PI t t prices. : Dry Mahogany logs ........ to 
Hatin. 37 P § eee oe 2 - 4 Super Coment (Waterproot), bags exira cacene 319 6 ‘Squareedged Honduras pvceaineines 16 6 
Gee TS w= ++ +s a red nc NOTE Paper bags will be charged at the rate of 7s. | Log Cut Honduras Mahogany .............. 017 6 
and 4h in: Plate 3410 ©. Seu 36 © 0} nett per ton. Jute sacks charged Is. 9d, nett each and | American Figured. Oak ...................- 013 0 
+ in. Flats Squints -. . . ; in Gk matt cach showed f returned to works whhio GULAMEEGe Min OO. 0... coele 012 6 
Sed lh ee ein coer 1,000 less than best. Cream | weeks, in good condition. Jap. Figured Oak «...............2.0-00 0. 013 0 
Glaze, £5 10s, extra over white. Coasnae Wil be peit'ty shir on-sotumned cong SAF Eales Hi OME Xniss'n i -Ssrcar eee eencits ga: § 
cement 8 10 0 Keene’sCement, White 7 0 0} American Whitewood ........ Wudsetetss et 012 6 
PARTITION SLABS. Parlan Cement 70. 0 Pink 6 10 0| African Whitewood ........-.-..2:---0--- 0 8 0 
Delivered on site London Area. Cementone Colours for cement according to tints per cwt. | African Mahogany ............ Bisidiic +» kaise BL : 
“* PHORPRES ” Rowow PARTITION BLOCKS. from £2 16s.0d. ST ATES, 4“ oo eeeeh Saceds De cn See hae ces 
8. 8. ustralian eee ecccece geet eeseeeee 
; ” ; 6| First. quality. slates from Penrhyn or_Portmadoc, | Best Scotch glue ........-.-------- cwt. 5 0 0 
EIEIO: ots, Fk ee ts Sagten carriage id in full truck loads to London Rate Station. a a RE per galion 1 2 0 
2" per yd. s it -"3 per sd: 90 2 6 £ sd £ s. d. SOFT WOOD. 
ae nae Sat MR al atin 3 6| 24 by 12 45 5 0 i8by10.... 2% 0 0 MERCHANTABLE BRITISH COLUMBIAN PINE 
” ae ee ee 22 by 12 37.17 6 8by9 .... 2212 6 Minimum. = Maximum. 
Size 12. x 9 x 2” per yd. super 2. g| 22 by. 11 34 2 6 16 by 10.... 2210 0} Scantlings in imported sizes, £s. 4. £ s. d. 
- OR tal era oI 20 by 12 33 0 0 16by8 .... 1612 6] 2in. by3in to4in. by Ilin. 43 io 0 53 0 0 
SOB eee Mee wg Sy 2S BSA hee eepaaeds 2 11 20 by 10 20 5 0 ; 
Sieh FRG AB each ugh vacwads oen's 3 6 y PLANED BOARDS. 
Sine So eee te et’ oo Sain e cedure oo ee 3 10 Pruwe CLEAR British COLUMBIAN Ping. 





EMPSTEAD—Kevep Two SIDES. 
28 te ae ee 3 
IZ aH ze nce. FR 
Per yard super d/d. Free on site, London. 
Plus 2d. fer smooth one side, and 4d. for smooth both 


sides. 


a 


STONE. 


BATH STONE.—Delivered. in railway trucks at 








Westbourne Park, Paddington, G.W.R., or s. d. 
South Lambeth, G.W.R., ger &. cube in apd 3 34 
BEER STONE—RANDOM BLock— 
Free on rail at Seaton Station. . ori ft cube ae 
Delivered free on rail Nine Elms, x eS i 
Se ee ee er FOR SPEEDY, SIMPLE AND ECONOMICAL 
on ge or fer special work, 3d. per CONSTRUCTION OF CONCRETE FLOORS, 
cu extra. 
PORTLAND STONE— ROOFS, WALLS, PARTITIONS, TANKS, To pass Met Water Board. 
Brown Whitbed, in random, blocks of 20 ft. CEILINGS, RESERVOIRS, TUNNELS, Capea Bue £2. ee Easy CLEAN. 
sven, eingnd in railway trucks at gd +s ‘ 
_ el ways, ETC. Cur PLA T SD Bis Cocks FOR IRON 
rae A, Cw, and Westbourne Park, a OMIUM TED TOILET . 
BO PR AL & 
o. on r waggo z 
Whinkiiseakem fala got ot ‘ Fon Tao 
per ft. cu a, 
Nore.—1d. per ft. cube extra ek ph it a x” a a 
FL Shabapeedn DAWA | RC ae a ag 
: : 7 in. 1}in. 1}in. 
FOR. Wirksworth, Derbyshire, # z z % 
Random blocks from 10 ft. and over P-f.cb. 132 »* aA i. i 136 136/— 252/ “iy. 6 664/- per daz. 
Sawn two Sides .........-ecececesccccees ae ur Bower 
Sawn three or four sides ...............0+- 3111 AAA Bh dine hi i i. ait : ae . 2 ede 
York Stone, BLUE—Robin Hood Quality. : -§ p-t B- /1 /- i Pe a 5 per 
Delivered at any Goods Station, London. sHee: a aA oe ee Screw Inon. 
“Seas eee 88 lay wal wey 19. 49-207 iin Ibe doe 
SURE 6 ios cap anaes Snes : > ta ¥ 
6 in. fubbed two sides, ditto ve a " 6 3 > AR ALA ibin. thin. ba le 4 ta 
7 eee ee See Oo Tadaial ie WS 2% mp $4/- 59/6 per doz. 
OM SIZES) «0+. -eeeeserereess me 2.7 
-2 in. to 24 in. sawn one side slabs a oy lhin. 2in. sane — 3 
tk wee : i rf 10/9 13/6 33h ie ae 46/~ per doz. 
nee Pia ev aera 1 & fatal oll ta Brass CurANING | 
ARD YORK— L 
lfin. Hiin. 2in. 
Delivered at any oats ae Sates, Raaden. ‘all , . 
Scrappled random blocks ...... per ft. cube 6 10 ral lal Se bet Ee De 22 Se Bef per doz. 
© in svn two sdes tangs tee Conde nee fal all al 2 1/5... Tinmen’s, 1 Blow pipe, 
by nik MEY eee dich at 5 per ft.super ' 
6 in. rubbed oad ton aida, ditto ..., ‘ 6-9 1/10 per Ib. 
ah "ype sescand slabs (random ee AA fe * The information given on this page has been 
ie Me oS 23 specially compiled for Tw BUWRER, and i copyright 
2 in. self-faced random flags...... per yd.super 8 9 HY-RIB oe eS The oie to et & fe re. ‘ar as : 
6 - COLLINGHAM GARDENS - EARLS COURT - LONDON - S‘W- not necessarily hes 
ey HS tro Telephone: FROBISHER 8141 og lone, CEEe stand he seminnend We Soe 


Delivered in Londen area in full van acade pet ft. 
cube : Plain, 7s. 6d. 8 q 
Small section cills ‘and copings, ‘11s. 

















A make use of this information. Prices are <e 
to 24 per cent. discount. 
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PRICES CURRENT OF MATERIALS—(contd.) i er 
METALS. 
Jowts, Giape a ngpe ne Pond ae rales oepale yr 
R.S. Joists, cut and fitted 
Plain Compound Girders 
Stanchions 
in Roof’ Work SuarRe aepeb eek baie e a wuee 
o-—-Tee BE pnaays are for standard pieces and not 
{4 = os nature. 
MILD STEEL ree Baw London metlene, per ton. 
Diameter. d. Dia 6.44 
MD. Seccipene a a tie 2110 0 
Desks 33 0 O jin. to2 21 0 0 


22 
ROUGHT TUBES AND FITTINGS. 
Deliveries from works. 
Deliveries from London stock fates 24 % gross, 
= 


Tubes, Ti 
"/6" " Ti ‘19724 ve aise 
3 % ve ve 
Light weight... Sit — 474 Sf 37 
Heavy weight dee 44 39. 41 aot 
Galv. lightweight _ 384 393 48; 
Galv.heavyweight 31 31 293 41 


Tubes and tubulars sizes rye inclusive, charged extra 
of 5% less gross. 

Fittings. Figs. 25/34 5% less gross discount. 

Terms.—Nett cash end of month following date of 
invoice. Carriage paid on lots of £10 nett value and over. 

C.1. Hate-Rounp GuTTers—Lo 

per vd. in 6 ft. lengths. 


nmdon Prices ex Works. 
Stop 








Nozzles. ends. 

1/2k 44d. 

3 44d. 

1/8} ta. 

2/0 94. 

wt 5d. 

vat Th 

2/3 104d. 

RAIN WATER PIPES. 
Per yd. in 6 fts. Pipe Bends. Branches. 
2 in. 2/23 1/5} 2/2 
24 in 2/3% 1/8. 2/7 
3 in. 2/84 2/lg =: 3/2 
3¢ in 3/24 2/6 3/72 
4 in. ae 3/82 3/04 4/5 
NETT PRICES. 


Tonnage allowance—4-ton lots, 5 per cent. 
2-ton lots, 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep Som Prres—London Prices, ex Stock. 


Per yd. in 6 fis. Pipe. Bends. Branches. 
Ea A ea 3/9} 2/7k 3/2 
De odee ks ekndaes 4/5 2/104 37s 
Se RE ae 4/9 3/2 
Se Se eee 4/104 3/11, sist: 
DU: sa Fiinc cs eben 5/34 4/5 6/34 
L.C.C. Coatep Drain Pips. 

ipe. Bends. 
3 in. pec yd. in 9 fts. 3/5 6/3 9/11 
cwt. qr. ibs. 

4in. 1 q So tcheuywues 7/it e w/t 12/6 
Sa eh ta SE 9, 12/9 19/3 
6 in. | Se 11/5 14/8 /6 
Gaskin, 75/- per cwt. 

Per ton basis 

in London. 


ae S 
Irnon.—Staffordshire Crown, ceorbant quality 18 7 6 
JRON.—Staffordshire Marked Bars ........ 19 6 
DENS Steel Wars. z..,. oeccvscvovceccsesccs 19 15 0 
Re eres ee 21 10 O 
Ex Merchant’s Stock, 
per ton (two-ton lots). 


eT Sheets, C.R. — CA.— 


eoo ooo aan 





oF 


€ s. 
Cut Nails, 3 in. and up 28 10 
Aut Nerr. 

METAL Winpows.—Standard sizes, suitable for com- 

plete houses, including all fittings, painting two coats, 
pone delivery to job, average price about Is. 4d. to Is. 7d. 
per foot super. 










PAINTS, &c. 

; tat 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 galls.) .. per gallon 9.335 
—neemcidheng = galls.) .. ia 4 : : 

urpenti s. 
ireeetinamae ti ish White Lead, pe 310 3 
Genuine Paint, 14 Ib. oe — 

r cwt. 414 0 
Genuine Red Lead, ..........---- Py 217 0 
Linseed Oil Putty .......------- 2.3 
Size. —— ceauahanuaks 049 
T i ute can be et td pri vary 
to Sue from 3/3 gallon upwar ae 

s. 
Cem CEMENT PAINT ...... percwt. 216 0 
C.M.C. CAMOUFLAGE PAINT ...... % 216 0 
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VARNISHES, &c. 82. 
Per gallon. . 
s. d. 44d. 
Oak Varnish Outside 016 0 4 
2 ~- 018 0 ag 
100 cr 
” 1 4 0 oh: 
jE? ag RIGA Si ahs : 14 3 Extra price according to size and substance for squares 
ep oy aol — 1 0 0] “ENGLISH ROLLED PLATE AND FIGURED 
Fine Copal binct . > 140 CATHEDRAL, ETC., IN CUT SIZES. 
Fine Copal Flatting rs 12-0 Over 500 ft. super of all. kinds. Per ft. 
Hard Drying Oak ..... a 1 0 0| Rolled plate, § im... ...... 26. cess eceeececeeee ait: 
Fine Hard Drying Oak ........ 1 t 6| Rough cast double rolled, fe iM. .....-.--2e0ee . 
Fine Copal Varnish ............ 2 1 2 6/| Rough cast double rolled, § in. ...........++++. 65d. 
Pale © TRE Se ee Re : 1 14 0| Figured rolled, and Cathedral, cas 6 ees 64d. 
Bek ile SV coccwcabewes a ns t: 2 € Pgeeat rolled and Cathedral, tinted............ 94d. 
B55 555 cases ia Pg SS PRR aS ore ; 
Romie eS A 1% §| Reeded, Broad Reeded, Cross Reeded and Chevron 
Bak, and Mahogany Stain (water) -------- 91S @ | Rolled plate is the saine price as rough cast doubie rolled 
— “oy sigh 5 de Mess she see sy ben take doce : 4 . * +: 
notti oe ° 
oemter spb 5 sano: SPREE Sa 0 14 0| Wire Rolled, 4 in. thick .......0ee.e-seereeees 0 94 
Liquid Dryers in Terebene ... 0.11 0 Cet, © it, OEE: cock cvcesecusemonyees 0 9% 
Cuirass Black Enamel 090 Georgian vee Cast nasvonrisete earendsangss : + 
LEAD, &e. ov Dy MMMM. spoons ethane oatwcdice a oe 
Per ton. ‘ Pe |” See rey cpr 0 10 
(Delivered in London. £ s. d. vi Go. SP MARS ccs ova osuaeret 1 0 
Leap.—Shect, English? ib. and up......... 35 10 @ - DUNE Gh. ees eateeccedes re 
OMG 6 5csb eek vannee vn ended cps he 35 0 O| Non Actinic Giass, T in. Ne epee Pr Ses 0 % 
DEMON cco ctincekacahesgeaee ters os 4010 0 Bs es : B10, OK 060s ee assccesee 10 
RE nae he wpeb ans ss htteenge 42°5 0} se eter) . thick on id wineries § ie 
Note. ee Camery delivery, 20/- per ton extra, lots “VITA” GLASS. 
under 3 cwt. 4/- per cwt. extta and over 3 cwt. and Per ft. 
— 5 73 tgs 2/6 per cwt. extra. Cut to sizes, 4/- per | “ Vita” Plate Glass, about yy in. thick Hy ¢ 
To7 Ps . 
Old ear ‘ex London em ee ae 
1 leppsneten ton pels 0 0 ns 
ENGLISH SHEET GLASS IN “CRATES OF STOCK : $ 
Oo G oO. ~ SELECTED & in. > eS Wired “ Vita” Glass .........- 3 6 
ere atm Quarry (O.< 3. GLASS BRICKS. s. d. 
Foor ag P.B. 1—8 in. x 4% in. x 3 in. .-..... 2 each nett 
In sizes not exceeding 80 in. long or 48 in. wide or | P.B. 2—S} in. x 53 in. x 3g in....... 20 & 
110 united i P.B. 3—73 in. x 74 in, X 3fin. ...... 3 0 Re 
0.Q. S.Q. | P.B.32—73 in. ore MSE. seccce 3 0 mi 
18 oz. in 300 ft.cases .........00eeeees ey a Radiused Corner Bricks to match up with— 
SO CE: Ts na ket cedvece’ eh a 4d. PB Dict s ecdwepheenaaeeks reunion vas 3 9each nett 
Tee eee rere as BR Dino c css kcheckbiccciwecanececsdee Chee eoitats 
COR aaa iene elec Rae papers, AE 5 NEE sk ak ccrasetsshcmeaehoke es 5 iz 








BUILDING TRADE WAGES IN SCOTLAND 


Following are grade rates authorised by the Scottish N.J.C. from February 1. Every endeavour 
is made to ensure accuracy, but we cannot be responsible for errors that may occur. 








Grade Classification A Al A2 A3 B Bi 
Craftsmen...... 1/114 1/11 1/104 1/10 1/94 1/9 
Labourers 1/6 1/53 1/54 1/5 1/44 1/44 
Aberdeen: ........%. Dumfriesshire ...... A2 Inverness .'.....02200 * » Perthshire .........- A2 
Ayrshire .7.......... A Dundee .........-.. A Inverurie ............ Al head ......-.-- Al 
PT ress 3 aia B Dunoon ...........-A Kincardineshire ......A2 | Renfrewshire au baee 
Berwickshire ........ A2 | East Fife............ A Kinross-shire ........ A | pron AEE teneeee a 
Bridge of Allan ...... A East Lothian ........ A Lanarkshire FO He A gra arg a A 
Broughty Ferry ...... A oo Ppiede's Ge r Midlothian icdea ee ns Stciskcaliing’........ A2 
Clackmanganshire ..A ifeshire............A4 | Monifieth .......... BEE Vo obese A2 
Doune “8 eg eres A Forfarshire ........ A2 Moray and Nairn ....B Stirlingshire ...... A 
Dunblane .......... A oS ere ae A SE cee sccuees A Stornoway ........ A2 
Dumbartonshire A has RE GRE 2s" 4 Peeblesshire ........ “% PEP er * 
Dumfries. ..........3 :Al Hamilton ......./..-A& 1. Perth .............- West Lothian Sees i 





*This town has its own rates : 


but 1/10 is paid owing to the scarcity at present ; 
The information given in this table is copyright. Rates of wages in 





Perth 
arpenters, 1/8 Siaters, 1/8 
Masons, 1/2} ¢ J Bo Reto 1/4 
j wesciaindetcatnthoctaedh 











JUST READY— 


“issue of the 6th edition conta: 
Adaptation Tables revised up to October, 1 


HOW TO ESTIMATE 


gt FOR EVERY CLASS OF 
BUILDING WORK 


By J. T. REA. 
Conse asain with over 600 


Large 8vo. Cloth gilt. Price 16/- net. 

(By post 16/9). 

The 6th edition which appeared in 1937 repre- 
sented quite a new undertaking, ee a 


every , including a large amoun' 
poe based gro ny revision of prices, 


1 


B. T. BATSFORD, LTD. 
Architectural Publishers, 
15, North Audley St., London, W.I. 











THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Plans 


struction scheme an 
architect 
Kilmarnock.—Plans 


stallation, the 


f McGlasham, 


prepa for recon- 
new elevator in- 
being T. 
pre- 


pared for alterations and additions, the 
architects being Burnet & Boston & Bell, 


180, Hope-st., Blythswood; - Glas 
Plans in the hands of Wylis, Shanks & 
Wylie, 204, West Regent-st., Wictnaeesa: 


Glasgow, for service flats at Westbourne- 


gardens, Kelvinside. 
- GREENOCK. 


— Plans 


in hand for 


scheme of reconstruction and additions 
to houses, at £2,000 and £3,000, the archi- 


tect being David L. 
pal-bldgs. 


RUTHERGLEN. 


being Samuel 
Clydesdale-st., 


— Plans 
Bullionslow site houses, 
McCole, 
Hamilton. 


Henderson, Munici- 


ar iynored for 
the architect 
County Offices, 


STONEHOUSE.—Plans in hand for 


garag 
padic hospital, 


e accommodation at Country Ortho- 
the architect 


being 


illiam Watt, Albert-st., Motherwell. 
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CURRENT AND PROPOSED 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Atherton. — U.D.C. we! repairs to 
houses. Plans by F. L. Boydell, 8. 

Birkenhead.—T.C. propose day nursery 
at Cavendish-rd. 

Bromsgrove. — R.D.C.. approved - esti- 
mates of £20,835 for repair work - and 
maintenance of scheduled and non- 
scheduled, etc., roads. 

Cheshire.—C.C. propose adaptation of 
houses for hostels for aged and homeless 
persons, : 

Coventry.—E.C. to acquire premises for 
adaptation for a joint remand home to 
serve Coventry and Warwickshire areas. 
—Three Youth Centres proposed. - 

Darlington. — B.E. pesseres: plans for 
providing temporary lavatory accommo- 
dation at High Row, at £600. 

Durham.—C.C. ropose: Urinal at 
Rowland Gill school, at £125; scheme for 
b waren os at Jarrow Secondary school for 

omestic science, at £590; two blocks of 
offices at Bearpark school, at £1,690; 
alterations at Station Town school, at 
£550. F. Willey, 34, Old Elvet,. Durham, 
is County Architect. 


Eccles. — T.C. propose organising 
kitchen waste department. 
Gateshead. — T.C: propose: Garage 


accommodation for the police force, at 
£250; g: 8 for N.F.S., at £565 and £329. 

Plans by F. H. Patterson, ‘B.E. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Nursery school to 
‘be erected by Durham C.C. Plans by F. 
Willey, 34, Old Elvet, Durham. 

Hendon.—T.C. pee war time nur- 
= at York Park. 

ereford.—T.C. approved: Alterations 
io premises, St. Owen-st., Y.M.C.A. trus- 
tees. Plans by Bettington & Son, 12, 
Castle-st. 

Holborn.—Messrs. E. C. Harris & Part- 
ners, 3, Bedford-sq., W.C.1, appointed by 
B.C. quantity surveyor for £9,500 rein- 
statement works at Bevan House. 

Lancashire.—C.C. propose day nursery 
at Huyton-with-Roby. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved ; Additions 
(Norman Bennett, architect, Dales Brow 
House, Swinton, reg additions 
(Francis Jones & H. A. Da ple (F. & 
A.), architects, 178, Oxford-rd., Chorlton- 
on-Medlock); additions to service station 
(8S. Haxeldine, architect,'5, Portland-gr., 
Heaton Moor, Stockport); additions 
(G. W. H. George, architect, 3 Merston- 
dr., Didsbury): additions (Harr a 
Fairhurst & Son, FF.), ‘architects, 
Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st.), 

Morley.—T.C. Lge ony public conveni- 
ences on selected sites. 

_ Northumberland. — C.C. to make addi- 
tions and: alterations to laundry at St. 
George’s hospital, Morpeth. Plans by 
‘County Architect, Mitford-rd., Morpeth. 

Rotherham.—R.D.C. propose war time 
nurseries at Dalton pa Thrybergh. 

She*field. — J. Donnelly & ., Ltd., 
acquired site for extensions. 

Southport.—T.C. propose war time nur- 
series at Grantham-rd and North-rd. 

Standish-with-Langtree. — U.D.C. pro- 
pose adaptation of Ashfield House for 
‘maternity and child welfaré and school 
medical services. 

Stockport. — Cheshire E.C. received 
authority to purchase a site for school. 

Stoke-on-Trent. — T.C. propose Youth 
Centres, at £1.500. 

Wakefield.—T.C. propose pre-fabricated 
hutments and alterations to ‘ Burney- 
‘tops,” West Parade, for day nurseries. 
Plans by 8. G. Wardley, City E. 

York.—T.C. propose war time nurseries 
on various sites. Plans by C. J. Minter, 
City E. ‘ 


British Standard Specifications. 
The B.S.I. has issued War Emergen 
British. Standard Specifications for igh 


. “Tensile Brass Bars and Sections (suitable 


for forging) and Forgings (B.8. No. 
1001 /1002-1941). Copies may be obtained 
from 28, Victoria-street, Westminster, 
a (in one cover), price 28. 3d., post- 
ree. 
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BRITISH RESTAURANTS 
AND CANTEENS 


Bacup.—T.C. to invite tenders for 
equipment and structural alterations to 
remises for conversion into B.R. Plans 

y H. Guffogg, B.S. 

Barrow-in-Furness. — T.C. propose 
alterations to premises at Duke-st., at 
£760. Plans by F. L. Wooldridge, B.S.— 
T.C. approved canteen for Committee 'of 


Bradford.—T.C. propose adaptation of 
St. Andrew’s school for B.R. Plans by 
H. Connolly {): City Architect. 

Coventry.—E.C. ‘propose central school 
kitchen at South-st. and school canteen 
at Red-la. school. 

Eccles.—T.C. propose central cooking 
depot for communal feeding in emer- 
gencies. 

Hendon. — B.S. to prepare plans and 
estimates for erection of a Nissen hut for 


Kettering.—T.C. approved canteens for 
Dean, Smith & Grace, Lid 

Manchester.—T.C. approved canteen. 
Plans by Cruickshank & Seward (F.), 
16, Princess-st. 

Newcastle-under-Lyme. — B.S. to pre- 
pare scheme for B.R. at Art school. 

Northumberland.—Newcombe & New- 
combe; Eldon-sq., Neweastle-on-Tyne, are 
architects for canteen at Bemersund 
colliery. 

Notts.—C.C. propose school canteen 
and workshop, at £2,377. Plans by E. W. 
Roberts (A.), County Architect. 

Stoke-on-Trent. — T.C. propose addi- 
tional B.R. at Hanley. . 

row ee pe gat to 

rovision of B.R. Plans by 

heffield, S. * 

Whitefield.—Hal! . Bros. 
Ltd., propose canteen. 


consider 


(Whitefield), 
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Institution of Mechanical Engineers: 
New President. 

Colonel 8S. J. Thompson, D.S.O., 
M.I.Mech.E., governing -director of 
Messrs. John Thompson, Ltd., Wolver- 
hampton, has been elected President of 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
in succession to Mr. W. A. Stanier, Chief 
Mechnical Engineer of the London, Mid- 
land and Scottish Railway. 








IN PEACE: “Big Ben” Tubular 
Steel Scaffolding was acknow- 
ledged to be in the forefront as 
the most economical medium for 
scaffolding purposes. 


IN WAR: The many new uses 
to which “Big Ben” Tubular Steel 
Scaffolding has been adapted 
gives further proof of the effici- 
ency of design and manufacture. 


IN VICTORY: “Big Ben” 


Tubular Steel Scaffolding will 

. assist in the rebuilding of better 
planned and more beautiful cities 
in the heart of the Empire. 


mm . 
"Phone: Walton-on-Thames G14 and G15 


THE STEEL SCAFFOLDING Co., Ltd. 
23, OATLANDS DRIVE, WEYBRIDGE, SURREY, 

















TENDERS 


The Editor welcomes authentic informa- 
tion for this feature from architects, sur- 
veyors or contractors. Items should reach 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, W.C.2, not 
later than Tuesday morning. 

Tenders for A.R.P. work will -be found 
under ‘‘ A.R.P. Schemes.” 


+ Denotes rovisionally accepted. 
t Denotes cunended for 





Cheetham. — Additions to works and 
canteen store: *P. Hamer, Ltd., 15, Park- 
st., Swinton, Lancs. se 

Darlington.—Shelter for chlorination 
plant. Bussey & Armstrong, Darlington. 

Darlington.—Cover over drying stores: 
*Palmers Hebburn Co., Ltd., Hebburn- 
on-Tyne. . 

Durham.—Minor alterations at Chester- 
le-Street Church school for C.C.; 
*T. Coates, Durham, £184. 

Eccles.—Repairs to roofs of houses. R. 
Collinson & Sons, estate agents, 3, Well- 
ington-rd.: *L. Brittain, Ltd., Albert-st., 
Eccles, £273. : is 

Hebburn-on-Tyne. — Additions and 
alterations to canteen: *D. Glen, Back 
Queen’s-rd., Jarrow. : 

Hereford. — Alterations to wing of 
Bishop’s Palace for conversion into war 
time nursery, for T.C. W. H. Shimmin, 
City 8.: *J. Nash, Eign-st. Hereford, £264. 

Islington.—Works for T.C.—Adaptation 
of Kingsdown Children’s Home, Horn- 
sey-la., as war time nursery: *Sprosson 
& Babb, Ltd., 465, Hornsey-rd., N.19, 
£725; adaptation of girls’ hostel, Camden- 
rd., as nursery: *J. H. Colwell, %, 
Calabria-rd., N.5, Sepia 

Jarrow-on-Tyne.— Rebuilding at Mechan- 
ics’ Institute: *D. Glen, Back Queen’s- 
rd., Jarrow. : 

London (Air Mini ). — Contracts 
placed -to the value of or over for 
week ended February 14:— 


General maintenance work: Robert 


‘Hudson & Sons oie. Ltd., 


Sunderland; J. F. th & Son, Ban- 
bury; G. Leslie, Sumburgh; A. N. Loles, 
Plymouth; William Sindall, Cambridge. 

Civil engineering work: Henry Boot & 
Sons, Ltd., Sheffield.. 

London (Air Ministry). — Contracts 
placed to the value of or over for 
the . week ended Pebrussy 21, 1942. 
General maintenance work: Scottish 
Aviation, Ltd., Prestwick; Ed. Thompson, 
Ltd., Derby; Kirk and_ Dickison, Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne; R. Corben and Son, 
Ltd., Maidstone; H. Smith and Sons, 
Clacton-on-Sea; E. W. Beard, Ltd., Swin- 
don. Civil engineering work: Hy Boot 
and Sons, Ltd., Sheffield; John MeGeoch 
and Son Ltd., Oswest ;_ Richard Cos- 
tain, Ltd., London.’ uilding work: 
Haymills (Cttrs.), Ltd., London. Build- 
ing and civil engineering work : Trollope 
and Colls, Ltd., London; J. Laihg and 
Son, Ltd., London; M. G. and Co. (Public 
Works), Ltd., Northwood; Constable, 
Hart and Co., Ltd., Gondon.-. Building 
work: F. R. Hipperson and Son, Litd.. 
London. Civil engineering work : B. 
Sunley and Co., Lid., London. . Building 
and civil engineering work: E. H. Bur- 
gess, Ltd., London; Sir Rs McAlpine 
and Sons, Ltd., London; Higgs and Hill, 
Ltd., London; Sir A. McAlpine-and Sons, 
Ltd., Hooton, Cheshire; M. Douglas 
(Cttrs.), Ltd., Birmingham, 23, Air filtra- 
tion work; G. N. Haden and Sons, Ltd., 
London. ; 5 

London (War Dept.):—Following con- 
tracts placed by War Dept., at -February 
14: 


Linlithgowshire : Miscellaneous works, 
Wm. Aye, ee i, Port Buchan, Brox- 
bu in wshire. . 

Ayrshire 3 Miscellaneous works, Donald 
€. McLean, 7, Green-st.-la:, Ayr; Robt. 
Hutchison (Builders), Ltd.; 3,. Falkland 
Park-rd., Ave. Bok -': 

Northumberland: " Hotting’* om 
Anglo-Scottish Construction Co., hall 
Dene, South Gosforth Goods Yard, New- 
castle-on-Tyne. 
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Durham: Hutting (erection), Stephen 
Coates, Ltd., Lanburgh-pl., North Ormes- 
by, Middlesbrough; N. Thompson, Ltd., 
Stonehouse-st., Linthorpe, Middles- 
brough. 

Yorks: Hutti Wonder 
Houses, Ltd., 10, Scar- 
borough, Yorks. 

Notts: Miscellaneous works, A. Mason 
(Contractors), Ltd., Kirkland-av., Mans- 
field, Notts. . 

Derbys: Hutting (erection), H. Rouse 
& Sons, 30, High-st., Mansfield, Wood- 
house, Notts. 

Leics: Hutting (erection), Allcock & 
Sisson, Hill Top, Eastwood, Notts. 

Shropshire : Miscellaneous works, T. H. 
Nicholls, 67, High-st., Walsall Wood, nr. 
Walsall, Staffs; W. A. Bevan, ‘“Glen- 
luce,’ Upper-rd., Meole Brace, Shrews- 
bury; Shrewsbury Building Contrs., Ltd., 
8, New-st., Shrewsbury. 

Norfolk: Miscellaneous works, W. 8. 
Lusher, School-la., Sprowston, Norwich; 
J. H. Youngs & Sons, Litd., City-rd. 
Works, Norwich. 

Suffolk: (Miscellaneous works, Cubitt 
& Gotts, Ltd., Station Works, Westerfield, 
Ipswich, Suffolk. 

Bucks: Miscellaneous works; Universal 
Housing Co., Ltd., Bury Works, Rick- 


(erection), 
Dovedale-av., 











“UNITE FOR STRENGTH’’ 


MASTER 
BUILDERS 


ENROL NOW 


FEDERATION OF GREATER 
LONDON MASTER BUILDERS 


MEMBERSHIP OVER 1,000 
SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0P.A. 


LARGEST ORGANISATION OF ITS KIND 


WRITE on ‘puone: SECRETARY, 
23, COMPTON TERRACE, UPPER STREET, N.1. 
Can 2041/2 
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mansworth; W..H. Gaze & Sons, Lid., 
Kingston Hall-rd., Kingston-on-Thames. 

Carmarthenshire : utting (erection), 
Hussey, Egan & Pickmere, Ltd., Main-st., 
Pembroke. 

Glamorganshire: Miscellaneots works, 
Bowen & Thomas, Riverside Sawmills, 
Maesteg, Cieacegnanest: 

Surrey: Miscellaneous works, T. Jones 
(Weybridge), Ltd., Waverley Hall, Waver- 
ley-rd.. Weybridge, Surrey. 

ampshire: Miscellaneous works, 

W. -G. Northcott & Co., Litd., Beacon 
View, Whipton, Exeter. 

Middleton.—Additional storey on top of 


existing store: *Ashton Smethurst, Ltd., 
Suffield-st., Middleton, Manchester. 
Moston.—Additions to works: *H. & 


for 
Lid., 


J. R. Bradshaw, Hill Farm-la., Blackley, 
Manchester. 

South Shields.—Extensions to works: 
Marshall, Tweedy & Bourn, 

House, Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
architects: *R. Summerbell & Son, Rut- 
land-st., South Shields. 

Southgate.—‘* Maycrete’’ hut oy 
nursery, for T.C.: *O. & &., . 
Holloway-rd., N.7, £1,150. 

Taunton.—Erection of ‘‘ Maycrete”’ 
hut as war time nursery, for.T.C.: *F. & 
E. Small,” Taunton, £1,233 (subject to 
approval of M.H.). 

Tipton.—Structural alterations to part 
of premises inte B.R., for T.C. Horace 
N. Woodard, M.Inst.M. & Cy.E., B.E. 
& 8.: *A. M. Griffiths, Ltd., Wolverhamp- 
ton. 

Tyldesley.—Resetting one bed of seven 
through D..Retorts, for U.D.C.: *Standard 
Furnace and Setting Co., Ltd., 150, Lord- 
st., Southport, £568. 

NEW COMPANIES 

THE particulars quoted below have been 
compiled by Messrs. Jordan & Sons, Ltd., 
Company Registration Agents, of 116 and 
117, Chancery-lane, W.C.2, from the docu- 
ments available at the Companies Registry. 
_ FEDERATION OF PAINTING CONTRACTORS, 
Lrp. (371,802).—Regd. January 9. To 
protect. the interests of painting contrac- 
tors and allied traders, etc. Chancellor’s 
Works, Croxley-road, W.9. Council: 
W. J. B. Clark, Charlotte-row, North- 
street, Clapham, S.W. (Clark and Benn, 
Ltd.), S. Clipson, Mordaunt-road, N.W. 
(C. and T. Painters, Ltd.), F. Fisher 
(address not stated), B. D. Gibbs, Mill- 
parade, Newport, Mon., T, H. Kenyon 
(T. H. Kenyon and Sons, Ltd.),, G. F. 
Turner..(Turner and Brown, Ltd.), and 
E. W. Webster (Renovators (Provincial), 
Ltd.). 











Boyle’s «ai-rumo” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE 
ROBERT BOYLE & SON, 
Ventilating Engineers, Eme Address: 34 MORLAND 
AY., E. CROYDON, SURREY. Tel.: Addiscombe 1133 
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PAYMENT BY RESULTS 


INDUSTRIAL PANEL FOR SCOTLAND. 


Tue Minister of Works. has appointed 
a Sub-Panel of the main Joint Advisory 
Panel to advise him on problems arising 
in Scotland in connection with the estab- 
lishment of the Government Scheme for 
Payment by Results under the Essential 
Work (Building and Civil Engineering) 
Order, 1941. The Chairman of the Sub- 
Panel is Mr. J. B. Galbraith, Ministry of 
Labour and National Service, Deputy 
Chief Industrial Commissioner for Scot- 
land. Members of the Sub-Panel have 
been appointed as follows :— 

Messrs. John I, Loudon, Robert Brown 
and A. G. Hutton—Scottish National 
Building Trades Federation (Employers). 

Messrs. C. ood, John Strain, J. 
Brittle, A. McTaggart and A. Henderson 
(alternative)—National Federation of 
Building Trades Operatives (Scottish 
Branch). 

Messrs. J. Crowley, R. A. Whitson, 
George Duncan and W. Watson (alterna- 
tive)—Federation of Civil Engineering 
Contractors (Scottish Section). 

The Joint Secretaries are Mr. Maurice 
Scott and Mr. L. H. Gray, Ministry of 
Works. Meetings of: the Sub-Panel will 
be held in Glasgow. 





Reconstruction Work, Alexandra Palace. 

Extensive underpinning and reconstruc- 
tion work are being executed at Alex- 
andra Palace, North London, by Messrs. 
E. A. Roome and Co., Ltd., of Hackney, 


under the superintendence of ‘Messrs. 
Keith Murray and C€. S. White, 
FF.R.I.B.A. 








BUY BRITISH 


FLOORINGS 


WOOD BLOCK PARQUET 3 
SOLID T&GHARDWOOD = 
PANELLING | 










Stevens... 


POINT 
PLEASANT PUTNEY 
LONDON 56 
Sw i8 16 lines, 




















TAYLOR WOODROW 
CONSTRUCTION LTD. 


BUILDING AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS 


London Office: 10, ST. GEORGE ST., W. 





also at 


SOUTHALL, MIDDX. 
and Branches throughout the country 


"Phone: WAXLOW 2366 (8 lines). ‘Grams: ‘‘ Taywood, Southall.“ 




















